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LUFKIN: A CENTURY OF LOCOMOTIVES,
SAWMILLS, AND INDUSTRY
by Bob Bowman
When Lufkin celebrates the IDOth anniversary of its founding this
year, its nearly 30,000 residents will look back on a lively century
punctuated by the whistles of locomotives, the whine of sawmills and
the roar of heavy industry.
Founded in 1882 at the beginning of an era which brought the
railroad and, subsequently, the first significant timber boom into East
Texas, Lufkin's early directions were for the most pan shaped by
aggressive and pioneering business and industrial interests which parlayed the region's abundant forest resources and a willing work force
into a viable industrial-business complex which has been the springboard for most of the city's other improvements.
Unlike Nacogdoches and San Augustine, whose roots reach beyond
the Republic of Texas era, Lufkin's history is contemporary in nature,
dating mostly from the late 1800s.
Looking back at the city's history, it is obvious three principal
eras were responsible for what Lufkin is today. The first era, which
centered on the arrival of the railroad and the progress it precipitated,
occurred between 1882 and 1890. The second, marked by the great
timber boom which produced hundreds of sawmills in East Texas, took
place between 1890 and 1920. Lufkin's third Significant era, often
called its golden era of expansion, occurred between 1938 and 1945
when industrial expansion produced thousands of new jobs and widespread community growth.
To understand the origins of Lufkin, and the events which shaped
its character and being, it is helpful to reach back to 1846 when
Angelina County-of which Lufkin today is the county seat-was
formed by the Texas Legislature from the southern flange of Nacogdoches County, one of the original counties under the Republic of
Texas.
The name, Angelina, was taken from the river which constituted
the county's northern and eastern boundaries. The legislative act creating Angelina County also named seven commissioners to layout the
county, form a government, aDd receive land donations for a courthouse. The seven were W. G. Lang, Henry Massingill, James A. Ewing,
Joseph Herrington, A. C. Colwell, John T. Bowman and John
McAnneUy.
Bob Bowman is Regional Managu of Public Af/airs
Lufkin, Texas

01

St. Regis Paper Company,

4

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

For the first 12 years of its existence as an established county,
Angelina County remained a rough-hewed, sparsely-settled land without
the amenities and civilities which marked life in Nacogdoches, San
Augustine and other settlements in East Texas. Most of the county's
settlers, who at the most numbered only a few hundred during the 12
years, were occupicd with putting down roots, building homes, and
trying to wrest a living from the tall-timbered land bctween the Neches
and Angelina rivers.
For the most part, the county's communities were made up of
two or three stores clustered beside a river ford or a strategic crossroads
in the forest. Farming constituted the county's meager economic base,
and the long hours and hard work that crop-producing required made
trips to the settlements only occasional. Professional services such as
medicine and law were scarCe.
Even Marion, the county's first seat of government (1846-54),
and Jonesville, the second (1854-58), were scanty settlements, lacking
in professional services, established churches and the other niceties of
older East Texas towns. It wasn't until the late 1850s, when Homer
became the seat of government, that the county began to file off some
of is rough edges and acquire the sophistication of "town life."
Marion, even though it acquired the distinction of becoming
I~first town", never was much more than a few
buildings resting on the red-clay banks of the Angelina River. The
town (also known as McNeill's Landing and Moses' Bluff) was selected
as the first seat when the Texas Legislature created the county.
Angelina County's

J. C. Moses of San Augustine donated 51 acres that made up the
county seat and in return was given Lot No. 1 of Block No. 3 in the
original Marion townsite. The settlement had a general store, drug
store, blacksmith shop, a few homes and a river ferry. Riverboats
frequently stopped at the settlement, picking up cotton for the trip
south to Sabine Pass and unloading flour, sugar, drygoods and other
necessities for the settlers.
Like Marion, Jonesville was small and inconsequential in relation-

ship to Nacogdoches and San Augustine. The town was founded by
Martin William (Gobbler) Jones, a native Alabaman noted for his
ability to imitate a turkey gobbler. Shortly after arriving in Angelina
County, Jones won a seat on the County Commissioners Court and in
1854 joined with two other commissioners, Frank Hill and Hardy
Parker, to vote for moving the county seat from Marion to Jonesville.

The county seat (Jonesville never built a real courthouse) remained
there until 1858 when it was relocated at Angelina (later renamed
Homer), principally through the efforts of a cultured physician, druggist
and sawmill owner, W. W. Manning.
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Vowing 10 create at Homer (named for his Louisiana hometown)
a community of substantial culture and progress, Manning built ,he
county's first significant courthouse from planks sawed by hIS own
sawmill. Early historian W. J. Townsend, Jr. described Dr. Mannmg
as " ... an intelligent, progressive and useful citizen ... who did much
to promotc its general welfare." He was also the first person to import
into Angelina County jersey milk cows and blooded chickens.
Even at its height, Homer never had much more than 500 pcrsons,
but between 1858 and 1882, the community's leadership in thc county
went virtually unchallenged. The majority of the county's lawyers,
physicians and othcr professional people lived there. The county's first
established church was built there, and thc county's major business
firms did business around the courthouse square. Dr. Manning himself
founded the county's first mechanical sawmill. Virtually all of the
decisions affecting Angelina County were made by a council of Homer
citizens.

The introduction of culture to Homer came through its founder,
Dr. Manning, who reportedly had the best, if not the only collection
of books in the town. Among them were Homer's Transla/ions, Pilgrim's Progress and Fox's Book of Martyrs. Manning also owned the
first piano in lawn and it has been said that he rang a set of chimes
twice daily to summon his slaves for a period of worship.
Therefore, it scems ironic that Homer-the very fountainhead of
culture and business development for Angelina County-should be
remembered best for a rowdy, drunken brawl that supposedly killed
the town and founded its 1880s archrival, Lufkin.
According to a story handed down by generations, Lufkin was
little more than a few homes strung out on a dirt road in a forest clcaring in 1881 when a surveying crew from the Houston East and West
Texas Railroad came into Angelina County to plot the route for the
railroad's push through East Texas. The crew supposedly began its
work by surveying a route which would take the railroad through
Homer, the county seat.
The story goes that the surveying crew decided to spend Saturday
night in the saloons at Homer. As the night Wore on, their patronage

became a bit too enthusiastic and Constable W. B. (Buck) Green put
the rowdy bunch in jail. The next morning, the men paid their fines
and were freed.
Green's actions, however, infuriated the chief of the survey crew,
a man some accounts identify as Captain Edwin P. Lufkin. He supposedly ordered the crew to retract its steps and plot a new route for

the railroad-one which would bypass Homer and run through what
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was known informally as uDenman Springs." The new route conven-

iently crossed the property of Colonel Lafayette Denman and his son,
Dr. A. M. Denman, who reportedly had hosted members of the survey
crew a few days earlier.
Whether the story is accurate or not is subject to speculation.
Many of Angelina County's oldest residents, including some whose
ancestors lived at Homer, insist the story really happened and the
changing of the railroad eventually turned the town into a ghost.
Some sources, however, cast doubt on the story. Jim McMullen,
writing in the January 27, 1935, issue of The Lufkin Daily News, hinted
that the surveyors' decision to run the route through Denman Springs
was brought about by another reason. "When rumors of a new town
on the railroad began to be whispered, both Colonel Denman and P. C.
Abney evidenced their willingness to donate land for the townsite. The
railroad engineers were staying at the home of P. C. Abney, there being
no boarding house in the vicinity, and no doubt they were enjoying
numerous social occasions as there were three young ladies, daughters

of Mr. Abney's, in the home ... how much the charming surroundings
had to do with the engineers' decision is not known, but soon a townsite was surveyed and business houses began to be built."

At the time, McMullen said, Colonel Denman, Abney and Dick
Walker were the only residents of the community. What is now Abney
Street was Lufkin's only street and shortly after the town began to
grow, the first stores were located on the street. It wasn't until after
the railroad's arrival (the depot was located on property donated by
Colonel Denman) that Cotton Square and the rest of downtown Lufkin
began to develop around the depot.
Dr. Robert S. Maxwell' of Stephen F. Austin State University, who
in 1963 wrote a history of the Houston East and West Tcxas Railroad,
Whistle in the Piney Woods, also doubts the Homer brawl resulted in
the town's demise. He said studies of the railroad's incorporation
papers in Houston and Angelina County indicatc that no right of way
was ever obtained at Homer. A map drawn for the railroad's investors

prospectus in 1879 shows the line following its present route through
Angelina County. Equally significant, Bremond acquired the site for
the railroad's crossing over the Angelina River in 1879 at a time when

the route had not proceeded beyond Goodrich, south of the county.
The site would not have been usable if the road had swung east through
Homer. It seems more probably that Bremond never intended to go
through Homer.
In rebuttal, believers in the Homcr brawl story insist that a large
curve in the railroad trackks near Burke, south of Homer, shows where
the line was changed to make the turn through Lufkin.
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Regardless of what really happened, the story of the Homer brawl
is clearly imprinted on the hislory of Angelina County, and it is an
indisputable fact that the railroad gave birth to Lufkin and, simultaneously did as much as the lumbering industries to bring growth and
progress to the middle East Texas region.
Paul Bremond began his line at Houston in 1876 with a narrow
guage route considered a new departure in railroad construction. By
1879, some 63 miles of lrack had been completed and were in operation
to Goodrich in Polk County. The railroad's march northward continued
at a pace of about 25 miles a year and soon reached Lufkin and
Nacogdoches.
While Bremond's railroad created tremendous interest, there were
some who joked about its jerky, rail-hopping disposition, and often
called it "lhe Rabbit Railroad." Others complained thal the initials
H. E. and W. T. stood for "Hell Either Way Taken."
To promote his route, Bremond often ran excursions from Houston
to points northward. In 1878, for example, he ran a series of excursion
trips from Houston to San Jacinto Springs. Three trains left daily at
a cost of 50 cents for adults and 25 cents for children. Bremond provided a concert band for the passengers' entertainment, but prohibited
any "spirits."
When Bremond's iron rails arrived in Lufkin in 1882, the railroad
company immediately began to advertise the public sale of town lots
in Lufkin. Terms of sale called for one-half cash, the balance in 12
months at 3 per cent intere l. To permit Houston residents to view
the lots and the rest of the fledgling town, Bremond ran an excursion
train from Houston on September II, 1882, with roundtrip tickets
offered at half rates.
The lots in Lufkin were laid out on streets named for officials of
Bremond's railroad company, including Groesbeck, Dozier, Shepherd
and Burke. An advertisement published by the H. E. and W. T. said:
"The Town of Lufkin is beautifully situated in the rich rolling prairie
of Angelina County, 120 miles from Houston, 20 miles [rom Nacogdoches and six miles west of Homer, between the Neches and Angelina
Rivers. It is one of the best agriculture sections of Texas. and being
situated about the centre of Angelina County, will command the trade
of this county and surrounding county. n
The words were prophetic. Soon after the railroad arrived, many
of Homer's business firms, lawyers and doctors began to move to Lufkin

to be near the railroad. Some merchants continued to do business at
Homer, but opened eeond stores at Lufkin. Among Lufkin's first stores
were S. Abram's general store, Captain Kerr's grocery and saddle shop
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and W. H. Bonner's general store, ail located on Cotton Square behind
the railroad depot, a two-story wooden structure with the iiving quarters
of the agent iocated upstairs.
Cotton Square evcntually became the center of activity for the
young town. Farmers parked their wagons there, examined their
neighbors' colton and unloaded their own bales for buyers to see. The
square was also the scene for political rallies, celebrations, street dances
and horse sales. Occasionally, a gunfight hroke out on the square and
at least one pubiic hanging (the only one known to havc taken place
in Lufkin) was conducted there. The square continued to be known
as Colton Square until 1961 when it was renamed to honor Louis
Calder, Sr., a New York philanthropist who contributed to hospital
and library improvements in the city.
By April 12, 1882, Lufkin had received federal recognition as a
town when a post office was established. William A. Abney was the
first postmaster, serving until March 21, 1883, when he was succeeded
by Joseph Kerr. Communications also began to take shape when, in
1883, a telegraph iine was strung from Lufkin to Nacogdoches. The
population of the town is at the time not known, hut probably did not
exceed more than 80 or 90.
In 1884, the Texas State Gazateer and Business Directory placed
the town's population at 100. The directory also iisted 11 merchants
and business people: Frank Abney, livestock; W. L. Chesnutt, carpenter, J. D. Clark, iivestock; Mrs. Crosier, hotel; J. F. Davis, lawyer;
W. L. Denman, justice of the peace; J. A. Denton, hotel; A. H. DuBose,
physician; J. D. Moffatt, blacksmith; R. A. Simmons, blacksmith; and
W. B. Treadwell, physician. The town probably had a number of other
businesses which were not iisted by the Directory.
As Lufkin's fortunes of commerce rose, Homer's fell. By 1890,
Lufkin had grown to such an extent that Homer's leadership in Angelina
County was almost nonexistent. Most of its business leaders had
migrated to Lufkin to be nearer the rails and more and more ncwcomers
were buying lots and settling in the community.
Lufkin, unfortunately, was also acquiring a rough and tumble
reputation. Conductors on the H. E. and W.T. Railroad often admonished passengers to remain on the train when it stopped at Lufkin and
at least one conductor called out the stop with warning, "Next stop,
Lufkin, Prepare to meet thy God." Citizens often drifted down to the
depot when the trains arrived to pick fights with passengers who dared
to comment on the town's rough-looking exterior.
One Lufkinite tells the story of the man who got off the train and
asked where he could find a certain man. When the local resident was
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pointed out, the visitor walked over to him and immcdiately gave him
a lashing with a bullwhip. Seeming to feel satisfied that justice had
been done, he boarded the departing train.
By 1890, Lufkin had grown to the point where its lcadership felt
the city community should become an incorporatcd entity. On October
IS, 1890, in an election called by County Judge J. T. Maroney of
Homer, 51 male citizens voted in favor of incorporation and 26 cast
ballots against. In a second election on November IS, J. M. Smith,
owner of Smith's Hotel, was elected the town's first mayor, along with
aldermen H. D. Weaver, W. A. Abney, Sr., J. Kerr, J. F. Davis and
E. J. Mantooth, who also served as city secretary (and later as Lufkin's
sixth mayor). W. M. Jones was elected city marshall and, in addition
to enforcing laws, he was charged with the responsibility of assessing
and collecting taxes. The city was incorporated with a property valuation of about $250,000.
For the next year, the city's governing body spent most of its time
passing ordinances to bring law and order to the rowdy settlement. One
ordinance required the city marshall to be at the railroad depot and
meet all trains "and keep a close watch for aJl violations ... "
The city also made its first efforts at traffic control by ruling that
" ... any person who shall wrecklessly drive in, along or across any
highway, street or alley or other public place within the ... town and
shall cause his animal to come in collision with or strike any other
person, shall be fined." No Doe was allowed to drive a "wild or vicioustempered animal" through the streets.
Even before its incorporation, Lufkin had made an effort to move
the county's courthouse, still situated at Homer, to the railroad settlement. But an election in 1885 resulted in a 532-247 votc to retain the
courthouse at Homer.
In 1891, with the majority of the county's population concentrated
within its boundaries, Lufkin's leadership began to argue once again
for bringing the seat of government to the community, reasoning that
the county records should be near the railroad where they would be
accessible to land agents and others who were doing a brisk business
in the county.
Homer, despite its declining population, remained firm. The courthouse had been there 30 years; it would remain there.
But in November, 1891, Homer awoke one morning to find its
courthouse in ashes. The towu was certain the fire had been deliberate,
the result of orders originating in Lufkin and carried out by night riders.
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Everything was destroyed in the fire except two fireproof safes
containing the county's records and money, but they were so hot that
it was three days before they could be safely opened. During the time,
Homer residents saw that they were closely guarded to prevent possible
theft by Lufkinites.
One leading Homer resident merchant is said to have come running
half-clothed to the courthouse fire, shouting: "They've done it. I knew
they would. This is the work of Lufkin."
The County Commissioners Court designated temporary offices
for the county in the back room of Dr. W. W. Manning's drugstore,
but Lufkin wasted no time in capitalizing on Homer's loss. The day
after the fire, the Commissioners Court received a petition from W. B.
Mantooth and 200 other Lufkin citizens, asking for an election to decide
if the courthouse should go to Lufkin or remain in Homer. Twenty
Lufkin citizens agreed to furnish land and a new courthouse building.
When the election was held January 2, 1892, Lufkin counted 1,076
votes; Homer had only 436. Homer residents argued vehemently that
Lufkin had brought in dozens of railroad workers, traveling salesmen
and other out-of-towners all the way from Houston to vote in the election. It was a biller loss for the community which once exerted so
much leadership in the county.
By 1886, with its claim on the county seat finally cemented,
Lufkin's population had swelled to more than 1,000. The city had two
churches, a college, a public school, one bank, a sawmill, a brickyard,
several collon gins, a weekly newspaper, a tannery and other conveniences. The town also had more than 100 other business and
professional people.
A
Keltys,
decades
sawmill

few miles north of downtown Lufkin, in the community of
the city's industrial fortunes-and the shape of Lufkin for
to come-were being molded with the development of a small
known as Angelina County Lumber Company.

The company had been started in 1887 by Joseph H. Kurth, a
German immigrant, when he acquired a small sawmill from Charles L.
Kelty. Kurth, who had previously operated a mill in Polk County, was
soon joined in the venture by two friends, S. W. Henderson, Sr. and
Sam Wiener, both of Corrigan. In 1890, they formally organized the
Angelina County Lumber Company, which was to become the forerunner of many of the innovations in lumber manufacturing and forest
management in East Texas.
The impact of the three families and their business partners in
Lufkin's growth during the next 75 years was enormous. At the height
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of tbeir activity, the three families were involved in nearly a dozen
Texas sawmills, a paper mill, foundries, hotels, movie tbeaters, railroads, investment companies, newspapers, radio and television stations,
insurance firms, banks, hospitals and other enterprises.

Even though Angelina County Lumber Company ceased operations
following its sale to Owens-Illinois, Inc. in 1966, all four of Lufkin's
major industries-Lufkin Industries, Inc., Southland Paper Mills, loc.
(now St. Regis), Texas Foundries, Inc., and Angelina Plywood Company (now owned by Louisiana-Pacific)-owe their existence wholly
or in part to the early involvement and interest of the business empire
spawned by the old Angelina County Lumber Company at Keltys.
While legend and some early written accounts claim that Lufkin
was named for Captain Edwin P. Lufkin, an engineer who helped
survey the railroad route tbrough Angelina County, there are strong
indications that the town was in reality named for Captain Abrabam
P. Lufkin, a seaman, cotton merchant, Galvestin city councilman and
friend of Paul Bremond, president of the Houston, East and West
Texas Railroad.
In 1880, two years before the railroad steamed into Lufkin, the
Texas census showed Captain Abraham P. Lufkin living in Galveston
as a wealthy cotton buyer. He and his wife had two sons, botb railroad
clerks. Born in Maine in 1816, Lufkin had gone to sea as a cabin boy,
became captain of bis own ship, and later settled at Galveston in 1845.
Lufkin devoted much of his business attention at Galveston to
mercbandising, lumber, cotton, ice making, and shipping. He was a
stockholder in two cotton compress companies, a member of the Galveston city council and warden of the Galveston port.
Lufkin's business ties with Bremond are unclear, but since his sons
were railroad clerks, it is likely he had invested in the H. E. and W. T.
In 1885, according to The Houston Post, Bremond died at Lufkin's
Galveston borne. The Post described Lufkin as a "lifelong friend" of
Bremond. Lufkin himself died in Galveston in 1887 and was buried in
Episcopal Cemetery there.
While Captain Abraham P. Lufkin's friendship with Bremond can
be documented, the same, unfortunately, cannot be said about Captain

Edwin P. Lufkin, who supposedly gave his name to Lufkin.
City directories for both Houston and Galveston in the 1880s
show no Edwin P. Lufkin. Houston's public library bas nothing in its
Texas or Houston files that bears the name. The same is true of Galveston's Rosenberg Library and the Texas 1880 census.
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The only reference to Edwin P. Lufkin are found in old newspaper
clippings at Lufkin and in the Handbook of Texas, which lists Edwin
P. Lufkin, "a civil engineer," as Lufkin's namesake.
It may be that an early researcher or writer-long since forgotten
in the mists of history-simply made a mistake in the name of the man
for whom Lufkin was named.
Considering his "lifelong friendship" with Paul Bremond, it is likely
that Abraham P. Lufkin is actually Lufkin's namesake. If so, landlocked Lufkin may owe its name to a sea captain.
NOTE
Those interested in further reading on the history of Lufkin will find the
following of interest:
Land of the Little Angel, a History of Angelina County, Texas; Angelina
County Historical Commission, 1976; Lufkin Printing Company, Lufkin, Texas.

History and Description of Angelina County; R. W. Haltom; published 1888,
reprinted 1969, Jenkins Publishing Company/Pemberton Press; Houston, Texas.
Handbook of Texas, Volumes One and Two; Texas State Historical Association, 1952; Walter Prescott Webb, Editor; Austin, Texas.
They Lett No Monumentsj Bob Bowman, 1975; Lufkin Printing Company,
Lufkin, Texas.

The Towns We Left Behind; Bob Bowman, 1972; Free Press Publishing
Company, Diboll, Texas.
Axes, Oxen and Men; Laurence C. Walker, 1975; Free Press Publishing
Company; Diboll, Texas,
Whistle in the Piney Woods; Robert S. Maxwell, 1963; Texas Gulf Coast
Historical Association; Houston, Texas.
The History of Angelino. County; Effie Boon, 1937; Thesis for Master's
Degree, University of Texas; Lufkin and Austin, Texas.

The Economic Development of Angelina County; Archie Birdsong Mathews,
1952; Thesis for Master's Degree, University of Texas; Lufkin and Austin, Texas.
Angelina County Records, County Clerk's Office, 1846 to 1895; Lufkin,
Texas.
City of Lufkin, City Secretary's Office, various records, 1892·1895; Lufkin,
Texas.
The Lufkin Daily News; various articles published between 1907 and 1976,
Lufkin, Texas.
The Angelina County Free Press, various articles published between 1957
and 1976; Diboll. Texas.
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FAMILY HISTORY FROM LOCAL RECORDS:
A CASE STUDY FROM NINETEENTH CENTURY TEXAS
by Randolph B. Campbell

Family history has become a national enthusiasm during the last
decade. The publication of Alex Haley's Roots and the subsequent
television prescntation by the same title were, of coursc, the most
spectacular events attracting public attention to the subject. It should
be notcd, however, that the upsurge of popular interest coincides with
an increase in the attention alrcady being given to family studies by
professional historians during the past ten years. Nthough long neglected
as a subject of serious historical investigation, the search for "roots"traditionally the province of a few "littlc old lady" genealogists-has
now become an accepted way of studying our past. Scholars are
investigating all the historical dimensions of the family. At least two
texts with the theme "generations" have been published in the past few
years, and assignments in family history are becoming common in
United States History survey courses.'
The field of family history has developed to the point that several
different approaches to the subject may be discerned. To those who
are essentially genealogical in orientation, the story of successive generations is important in itself. It identifics individual members of a family
and places them in the past. The gcnealogy of these individuals may
be of little or no general historical significance, but at least they are
given the security of having "roots", of knowing where they fit in. Even
this improves their appreciation of the past.' At the other extreme are
those scholars who are concerned first with the family as a social institution and concentrate on its changing nature and what it reveals about
a particular community or society.' Finally, falling somewhere between
those with an essentially genealogical focus and those who concentrate
on the family as a social institution, there are historians who investigate
individual families. Generally the families studied were especially
important historically, but the intent is also to discover what the experiences of family members reveal about the historical eraS through which
the family lived.' This difference in emphasis should not be exaggerated
-these approaches to family history are not mutually exclusive-but
the distinction is meaningful. As will be seen below, the research herein
present~d

falls into the third category: histories of particular families.

The new interest in family history has meant increased attention
to archival materials such as census, tax, and probate records that have
generally been neglccted except by genealogists, a few economic historians, and those writing local studies. Family history research of an
Randolph B. Campbell rcaches at North Texas State University at Den/on. He
is Facult)' Coordinator of the Texas County Records Inventory Project.
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essentially genealogical nature often begins with the recollections of
the oldest members of a family and then employs the sourCes of national,
state, and local archives to trace the family through sevcral generations.
Historians seeking to study the past by examining the experiences of
particular families during various historical periods generally seek to
supplement traditional manuscript material with census, tax, and probate data. Students of the family as a social institution must rely on
archival sources of social history because otherwise there are simply not
enough family manuscript collections to provide an adequate data base.
Thus, historians of the family, regardless of their orientation or focus,
have begun to work archival records thoroughly and to depend heavily
on materials located there.
To this point studies in family history have been concentrated
both geographically and chronologically. Virtually all of the major
published works in this field deal with the family or particular families
in the northeastern United States, primarily New England. And most
of these histories also deal with families in the colonial and early
national periods of our history.' It seems ironic that historians of the
South, an area famed for its reverence for family, should appear negligent in the pursuit of family history and the use of all available research
material to that end. Family history need not be limited to the northeast or to the years before 1800. It may be argued that this situation
is due in part to the availability of manuscript materials for that time
and place, but family history is not hopelessly restricted by the absence
of manuscript collections.
The purpose of this study is to demonstrate the Use of archival
materials, almost entirely local and local-level records, in telling the
story of an East Texas family from the late antebellum period through
the years of Civil War and Reconstruction. The family is that of William
J. Blocker of Harrison County. Since the Blocker family left only a
few scattered manuscript materials, this study is based almost entirely
on archival records such as the United States census, Texas state tax
returns, and probate, deed, and marriage records. All these records were
taken at the county level and may be used on a county-by-county basis
for literally hundreds of similar family history studies. There is, of
course, a strong element of genealogy involved in the Blocker family
history, but the archival materials available make it much more than
the recording of names, births, marriages, and deaths. Indeed. as it is
developed, the history of the Blocker family from the 1840s to 1880
is an interesting account in itself and a contribution to understanding
historical developments in m,id-nineteenth century East Texas as well.
Harrison County, located on the Louisiana border in the East
Texas timberlands and destined to become a stronghold of slave-holding
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cotton planters in the antebellum period, was created by the Republic
of Texas in 1839.' William J. Blocker probably arrived there from
Alabama sometime in 1841 and could thus be considered an "old
settler" in tbe county. His place of emigration and time of arrival may
be determined with reasonable certainty from two archival sources. The
census of 1850 indicates that his last child born outside Texas, a fourteen year old boy named Eugene, was a native of Alabama. The fir t
Texas-born child, a buy named Frank, was nine years old. This does
not prove conclusively that Blocker moved directly from Alabama to
Texas; the family could have moved several times in the interval between
the binhs of Eugene and Frank, but it at least suggests that he came
to Harrison County from Alabama. The census also indicates that
Frank, the firsl Texas-born child, was nine. Since the census was taken
after June I, 1850, Frank had to have been born before June, 1841.'
Tbe idea lbat Blocker arrived in 1841 is also supported by his appearance on tbe county's tax rolls for the first time in 1842. Therefore, he
was probably not there on January I, 1841, but arrived sometime before
January I of lbe next year.'
Undoubtedly William J. Blocker knew that East Texas was landrich and labor-poor and came prepared for that situation. The tax
as essments for 1842, made before he acquired any land, reveal that
he owned tbirteen slaves. These bondsmen were almost certainly brought
to Texas by Blocker in 1841.' In March, 1842, the Republic of Texas
issued Blocker a land grant certificate for 640 acres in Harrison County.
The land was surveyed in the northeastern sector of the county, and
Blocker proceeded to build a cotton farm. For the rest of the decade
be gradually expanded his landholdings and labor force." By 1850,
although he was not among the very wealtbiest men in the county,
William J. Blocker was clearly a substantial citizen.
Blocker appeared in the free population schedule of the 1850
United States census as a 39 year old native of South Carolina. He
and his 36 year old wife, Mary D. Blocker, a native of Virginia, had
six children (five boys and a girl), ranging in ages from fifteen to two.
As Doted above, his second SOD, Eugene, was born in Alabama. and
lbe third child, Frank was born after the family arrived in Texas. Thus
Blocker was born in South Carolina, moved to Alabama, lived there
when he began hi family, and then migrated to Texas. His pattern of
migration was typical of a great many citizens of Harrison County who
moved across tbe deep South during the 1840s and 1850s."
Tbe slave population census schedule reveals that Blocker owned
21 slaves in 1850 (eight males and thirteen females ranging in age from
fifty to one year). and the agricultural schedule indicates that he farmed
640 acres. His farm, wbich was valued at $5,200, produced 22 bales
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of cotton, 1,300 bushels of corn, and 850 bushels of food crops (mainly
sweet potatoes) and supported livestock (nine horses and mules, four
oxen, thirteen milk cows, sixty head of cattle, and fifty hogs) valued
at $1,500. Blocker called himself a "farmer" in the census, but his
slaveholdings and the size of his farm and its products were well above
average for the county. He might justifiably have termed himself a
~'planter."l~

State tax records for 1850 indicate that William J. Blocker owned
even more property than was reported in the census. His total landholdings came to 1,807 acres valued at $4,834. County deed records
explain the discrepancy between census and tax returns. In 1849,
Blocker had purchased a tract of 1,167 acres near but not adjoining
his 640 acre farm. The census taker recorded only the farm on which
the family lived, and the additional acreage went unreported. In addition to his two tracts of land, Blockcr was assessed in 1850 on his 21
slaves ($6,721), seven horses ($300), fifty head of cattle ($305), and
$162 worth of miscellaneous personal property for a total tax evaluation
of $12,322."
The Blocker family continued to prosper and to grow through
most of the decade of the 1850s. Another son, Vinkler H., was born
in 1852, and the children apparently enjoyed above average opportuni.
ties due to the family's financial position. All of the school-aged Blocker
children attended school during the decade-a situation not typical of
Harrison County families." By 1855 Blocker had increased his slaveholding to 28 (valued at $12,000), and the number of horses and cattle
on his farm had grown significantly. He still held 1,807 acres of land,
but its tax evaluation had risen to $5,534. The increase in property,
coupled with a rise in values, pushed the assessed value of Blocker's
property up to $19,099, an increase of 55 percent since 1850."
Expansion continued for several years. Harrison County deed records
reveal that on the same day in November, 1856 Blocker paid $9,600
for a new 1,280 acre tract and sold 640 acres (part of the new tract
and part of the land he already owned) for $4,500." The acquisition
of more land may be explained in several ways. Blocker may have
been simply protecting himself against the day his lands wore out. His
expanding slave force may have enabled him to farm more land, or
perhaps he was concerned with providing an inheritance for his six sons.

As the last antebellum decade came to a close, William J. Blocker
was clearly a member of Harrison County's planter class. He owned
more than 2,000 acres and held a labor force of more than thirty slaves.
Apparently, and not surprisingly, he was, to use a worn cliche, a "pillar
of the community." The County Commissioner's Court regularly
appointed him as a supervisor of public road upkeep in the area of his
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farm. The deed records show that he served as a trustee for the Methodist Church in the county from 1847 through the 1850s." Then, on
June 13, 1859, while still in his late forties, William J. Blocker died."
Blocker did not die suddenly. The records of his estate show that
he was visited virtually every day from early April to June 13 by at
least One and sometimes by two doctors. On two occasions the family
even called in a doctor from Caddo Parish in Louisiana. Thus Blocker
suffered a lengthy (and expensive) illness, but he died without leaving
a will. And since he left a wife and seven children, a large amount of
property, and many unsettled debts, his estate went into probate. In
July, 1859, the County Court appointed Mary D. Blocker administratix
of the estate and ordered an inventory and appraisal of Blocker's real
and personal property. This inventory, entered as part of the probate
record in August, 1859, shows that Blocker left his heirs a 1,280 acre
homestead valued at $10,240, 37 slaves (seventeen men and boys,
fifteen women and girls, and five infants) valued at 531,050, and livestock worth $2,635. There was also the separate 1,167 acre tract of
land and farm equipment of considerable value."
William J. Blocker was a relatively wealthy man in his community,
but the probate records reveal, perhaps appropriately for a wealthy man,
that he also left his heirs a number of sizable debts. There were, for
example, the doctors' bills amounting to more than $700. Debts arising
from the operation of the. plantation, however, were by far the most
important. Blocker handled most of his business affairs through a New
Orleans factor and commission merchant firm known as Brander and
Hubbard. For a 2Vz percent commission plus charges for freight,
handling, and insurance, Brander and Hubbard sold Blocker's cotton
crop and filled his orders for plantation supplies. They also honored
drafts drawn on his account. For example, the Blockers paid William
N. Head, the doctor from Caddo Parish in Louisiana, with a draft for
$307 drawn on their account with Brander and Hubbard. Apparently,
the draft was presented and paid nearly a year after Blocker's death.
Another interesting example of the many services provided by the
factorage firm is shown by the case of Blocker's second son, Eugene,
who attended medical school at Tulane University in the spring of 1860.
As a student living in New Orleans, he drew on the family's account
with Brander and Hubbard to meet his expenses. A business arrange-

ment of this sort naturally involved a fluctuating balance which frequently ran against the planter. Once a farmer became indebted, for
whatever reason-purchase of slaves, a poor crop, etc.-a single year's
cotton crop was often not large enough to payoff the debt, meet all
current expenses, and throw the balance in his favor. In Blocker's
case, it is apparent that the balance had been running against him for
some time. 2 0
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In April, 1859, a few months before his death, William J. Blocker

was informed by Brander and Hubbard that he owed them $4,954.48
in cash and $912.12 in drafts maturing during 1860. To cover the
cash debt, they asked him to sign two new notes due in early 1860
and bearing interest at 8 percent. This step brought his total indebtedness to $6,267.52. Brander and Hubbard pointed out that this amount
was large in proportion to Blocker's annual crop, but continued: "as
you are an old friend and customer we are willing to accommodate you
more freely tban we would wben guided entirely by the amount of crop."
Later in 1859 the factors informed William P. Blocker, the family's
eldest son who handled most of tbe correspondence for his motber, tbat,
in light of their long association witb bis father, tbey would be willing
to continue the business relationship on the usual terms. They felt,
however, tbat the estate's debt was too large and advised selling the
1,167 acre tract to reduce the burden. Sbortly thereafter the family
shipped 91 bales of cotton, almost the entire 1859 crop, to New Orleans
and bought $486.46 worth of supplies for 1860. Brander and Hubbard
sold the cotton in March, 1860 for $4,249.46, and after deducting
charges and commissions totaling $527.87 (12.4 percent of the total)
credited the Blockers with $3,721.59. In May, 1860, bowever, the
factors notified William P. Blocker that the estate's debt remained a
little more than $6,000 and that the interest rate for 1860-1861 would
be 10 percent. The debt bad not increased since early 1859, but apparently previous obligations and current expenses prevented any reduction.
Brander and Hubbard again urged the Blockers to sell their extra land
and reduce the debt."
Brander and Hubbard may bave been concerned about the
Blocker's debt, but from tbe family's point of view $6,000 was a small
amount compared to tbe value of the whole estate. The census of 1860
placed the value of their 1,280 acre farm at $15,722 and the 37 slaves
and other personal property were worth another $33,000. Even for
tax purposes, the Blockers' property was assessed at $31,605 in 1860,
more than five times the amount of their debt.". Tbus the family
apparently felt financially secure and saw litde need to reduce its stan-

dard of living. Eugene attended Tulane in 1860; Brander and Hubbard
reported on March 2 that they had given him $220 in the past few
months. Jessie, the family's daughter, spent three months at Mansfield
Female College in nearby Mansfield, Louisiana, in late 1859-early
1860. Her tuition and fees cost only $47.49, but her bill at the store
operated by J. O. Parker, Sr. in Mansfield came to $115.22. Five
months of study by Albert, Charles, and Vinkler under the direction
of Dr. A. R. Miller cost th" estate $60. The bill for plantation supplies
bought from Brander and Hubbard in February, 1860 including
molasses, sugar, coffee, rice, rope, bagging, and bales of cloth for slaves'
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clothing came to $486.46. The family's accounts for 1860 with T. F.
Swanson and G. G. Gregg, local Harrison County merchants, came to
$137.69 and $304.59 respectively," It cannot be proven that the family
had not reduced its standard of living, but this partial listing of expenditures does not suggest an austerity program.
The business relationship with Brander and Hubbard continued
at least until the outbreak of the Civil War. In early 1861, the Blockers
shipped 80 bales of cotton which netted $3,181.88. They did not, in
spite of constant urging, sell their extra land, and in May, 1861 when
the factorage firm reorganized as Brander, Chambliss, & Co., the balance against the estate was $5,494.35. The merchants asked that for
the purpose of "closing this balance and extending it over to the next
crop" Mrs. Blocker sign a note for $6,138,93 payable in February,
1862. The effective interest rate included in the amount of this note
was 12 percent-a "reasonable" rate at that time the merchants
insisted. Everyone was so interested in the war, they complained, "that
very little attention is given to anything else." Mrs. Blocker refused to
sign the note at 12 percent and informed Brander, Chambliss, & Co.
that she would sign only if the interest rate was set at 8 percent. They
agreed to her demand and sent her a new note for $5,886.80, protesting
at the same time that their request for 12 percent was perfectly reasonable and honorable. They also informed her that New Orleans was
blockaded and suggested that in wartime she grow "more com and less
cotton." The Blockers' cotton crop was reduced as the war went on,
and apparently they did not deal any further with Brander, Chambliss,
& Co. The final accounting of their estate notes that the $5,886.80
note given in 1862 was paid, but there is no indication of any other
business with the firm after this date."
After William J. Blocker died in 1859, his children continued to
enjoy the benefits of his sizable estate. The five youngest Blocker
children all attended school for at least a few months in 1859-1860.
As noted above, Jessie entered Mansfield Female College in late 1859.
Judging by the list of books she purchased, it seems that she studied
Latin, algebra, and philosophy in addition to such "female" subjects
as piano and French. The three youngest sons, Albert, Charles, and
Vinkler, were not recorded in the 1860 census, probably because they
were away from home at school.'" The census of 1860 indicates that

Frank attendeq school too, but there is no evidence of exactly where
or when. William P. Blocker, the eldest son, married in late 1859 or
early 1860 and brought his wife to live with the family. According to
the 1860 census, his wife was a 21 year old native of Alabama. The
second son, Eugene, who was 23 in 1860, apparently had completed
his medical stodies at Tulane early in 1860. He lived at home and
listed his occupation as "doctor." In May, 1861, he married Fannie
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A. Ware, the daughter of another slaveholding planter family in the
county."

When the Civil War came in 1861, two of the Blockers, Frank
who was nineteen and Albert who was sixteen, volunteered almost
immediately. Frank became a 3rd sergeant, and Albert was the bugler
for a cavalry company called the "Texas Hunters". They were sent
to the Kansas-Oklahoma border in June, 1861 as Company A of the
Third Texas Cavalry. Their unit fought in several relatively important
battles in the Trans-Mississippi area including the Battle of Pea Ridge.
Frank died of pneumonia in May, 1862, and when the Confederacy
passed a conscription act later that year, Albert was discharged because
he was under age for the draft. Dr. Eugene Blocker enlisted in the
same company as an assistant surgeon in March, 1862 and served for
at least one year in that capacity." Thus, although the Blockers did
their part to support the Confederacy, the war was not a glorious affair
for them.
The end of the Civil War marked a great financial loss for the
Blocker estate simply because it marked the end of slavery. They
owned 43 slaves by 1864, and the value of these bondsmen ($21,500)
constituted 60 percent of their $35,643 total assessment for (ax purposes
that year. Then, in 1865 after emancipation, their assessment fell dramatically to $8,338." The annual accounting of the estate's affairs in
1866 referred simply to "thirty-two negroes lost by emancipation," but
this brief remark noted a basic change in the Blockers' world. Their
1865 cotton crop, which may have been produced in part by slave
labor, amounted to 42 bales. This was less than half the size of their
1860 crop, although there was the consolation that it sold at prices as
high as 42 cents per pound. By 1867, their crop had declined to 29
bales, and the price per pound was roughly 25 cents."
Finally in late 1868, the long period of administration ended for
the Blocker estate and the property was divided among Mrs. Blocker
and five children. She received 640 acres of land and enough livestock
and farm equipment to equal half of the estate. The children received
roughly equal shares of the remaining land and property. No one was
given less than 320 acres of land. Jessie, William J. Blocker's only
daughter, was not included in this partition of the estate, and although
there is no proof in local records, it is probable that she was deceased.'"
By the late 1860s when the estate was divided, the William J.
Blocker family was well into the process of breaking up into a number
of Blocker households. William and Eugene had been married for
years. In April, 1968, Albert Blocker married Eliza Jane Webster, the
daughter of a prominent planter and former large slaveholder."' As
the Blocker children formed their own families, they became more
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dispersed and more difficult to locate fully in local records. The census
of 1870, which seems to have been generally deficient, showed only
one Blocker household. It was headed by Mrs. Blocker and included
17 year old Vinkler H. Blocker and 25 year old Albert Blocker with
his wife and a one year old son named William. Mrs. Blocker reported
a 960 acre farm valued at $3,840 that produced 1,000 bushels of corn
and 22 bales of cotton. Albert Blocker owned a 1,040 acre farm worth
$3,220 and produced 1,000 bushels of corn and 54 bales of cotton.
The production of 76 bales of cotton suggests that the Blockers had
found at least a reasonably satisfactory substitute for slave labor in
producing their cash crop. Charles M. Blocker, who was now 21, lived
with two other young men in a separate household. His occupation
was listed as "physician" so it may be assumed that he had joined his
brother Eugene in the medical profession. The two older married
brothers, William and Eugene, are not listed in the census, although
William appears in the tax records for 1870."'
At mid-decade of the 1870s all members of the family appeared
in the tax records as property holders. All except Charles M. Blocker
owned at least as much land (320 acres) as they had received when
the estate was divided in 1868. Charles owned only a horse. In the
census of 1880, three of the sons, William, Eugene, and Albert
appeared. Apparently the other two sons, Charles and Vinkler H.
Blocker, had died or moved from the county. They do not appear in
this census or in the 1880 tax records either."' Of the three who
remained in Harrison, a good deal may be told.
William P. Blocker and his wife were childless. He listed a dual
occupation-merchant and farmer-and reported owning a farm of
245 acres valued at $1,200. His farming operation was small, however,
with only five improved acres and no cotton production. William P.
Blocker may not have been as wealthy as his father had been in the
1850s, but it is clear that he was a man of some prominence in the
community. In November, 1878, he was elected to the Commissioner's
Court, the chief governing body of the county. And he won re-election
in November, 1880. His involvement in the election of 1878 was of
more than ordinary importance because that contest marked the conservative overthrow of so-called "radicar' government in Harrison
County as the Reconstruction era drew to a close. 34

Eugene Blocker, a doctor and farmer by occupation, lived on a
farm of 886 acres with his wife and family of three boys and four girls.
Albert Blocker and his wife had five children by this time, and they
farmed 405 acres. Both Eugene and Albert continued to grow cotton,
but their crops (eleven and eighteen bales respectively) were small compared to those of antebellum times. Eugene paid $400 and Albert paid
$300 in wages to farm labor, although Eugene's two older sons aged
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eighteen and fourteen were already contributing to their farm's labor
supply. Mrs. Mary D. Blocker, now 66 years old and a grandmother
many times over, lived with Albert's family."
This story of the Blockers of Harrison County from the 1840s to
1880 was written deliberately without the benefit of family recollections,
oral traditions, or any available family archives such as a Bible containing births and deaths. These sources would have filled in holes and
added important detail to the story. For example, William J. Blocker's
Bible, located after most of the investigation was complete, revealed
that he and Mary Blocker had fourteen children rather than the seven
who could be identified from the census. Seven of the children, including a daughter born in 1859 only months before Blocker's death, died
before reaching the age of seven. This heavy incidence of child
mortality, which not unusual for the period, must have been an emotion-

filled part of the family's experience. The family Bible also reveals that
Frank's age, one of the bases for determining the date of arrival in
Texas, was reported incorrectly in the census of 1850. He was eight
rather than nine years old in 1850. The census of 1860, incidentally,
gave Frank's age correctly.·6 Thus census returns, tax records, and the
like are not flawless or definitive sources. Nevertheless, it should be
clear that much family history can be documented from records available at the local or county level.
Finally, what does this case study suggest about the values of
researching family history from local records? From the genealogical
point of view, the investigation revealed a great deal-places of birth,
education, marriages, occupations, economic status-about the members of tbe Blocker family who survived childhood. A descendant of
the Blockers reading this story would be much more knowledgeable
about his "roots" in East Texas than if he relied solely on family and
oral traditions. From the historical viewpoint, the story provides a
good example of the building of a Texas cotton plantation on the basis
of slave labor. William J. Blocker arrived in Harrison County with
only about a dozen slaves. By the end of the antebellum period he
farmed more than 1,000 acres and produced approximately 100 bales
of cotton annually with a labor force that had increased 300 percent
since his arrival in Texas. Although Blocker died at a relatively young
age, his slave-cotton operation continued to support his family as when
he lived, at least until the war and emancipation. The Blockers' correspondence with Brander and Hubbard in New Orleans provided an
outstanding example of the business relationship between an East Texas

country
sons in
families
and the

planter and his factor in the city. The status of the Blocker
1880 suggests that at least some of the well-to-do planter
had a great deal of "staying power" through the end of slavery
supposed evils of Reconstruction.
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Historians of the mid-nineteenth century South would not necessarily be surprised at any of these points demonstrated by the Blocker
family's experiences. There are excellent general studies of the factorage
system, for example." But this does not mean that such family histories
are without value. The examples of plantation development, business
arrangements, etc., are more vivid and better remembered because they
are associated with the experiences of one particular family. Thus, in
much the same way that biography, the study of a single life, "humanizes" history, the study of a single family brings the past to life. Furthermore, while it cannot make the "inarticulate" speak, family history
from local archives enables historians to learn something of the masses
of Americans who did not leave diaries, memoirs, or manuscript collections and are therefore generally neglected in historical research. For
those who teach history and direct students in their first research and
writing, local records are probably the most readily available source
across the United States. Any number of interesting and instructive
projects may be developed on the basis of these materials. Family
history from local records seems a worthwhile undertaking for the
historian as both scholar and teacher. And, as this case study has
demonstrated, it need not be limited to the northeastern United States
or to the colonial and early national periods or to only those families
for which manuscript collections are available.
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NOTES
IThe popular impact of Roots is documented in many places. See, for
example, "Why 'Roots' Hit Home," Time, February 14, 1977, 68-77. For a
convenient, although already somewhat dated, survey of work in family history
and the problems and trends involved, see David J. Russo, Families and Communities: A New View oj American History (Nashville, 1974), 195-232. Rising
interest in family history is also attested to by the appearance of the Journal of
Family History in 1976 and the development of research facilities such as the
Family and Community History Center at the Newberry Library in Chicago. The
textbooks include Jim Watts and Allen F. Davis, Generations: Your Family in
Modern American History (New York, 1974) and John G. Clark, et al., Three
Generations in Twentieth Century America: Family, Community, and Nation
(Homewood, minois, 1977).

2This essentially genealogical approach is emphasized by those who use
family history as a teaching device. See the brief discussion in Anne M. Boylan,
"Family History Questionnaires: Two Examples," The History Teacher, X (Feb~
ruary, 1977), 211-219.
IFrequently cited examples of this approach to family history include John
Demos, A Little Commonwealth, Family Life in Plymouth Colony (New York,
1970) and Philip J. Greven, Jr., Four Generations: Population, Land, and Family
in Colonial Andover, Massachusetts (Ithaca, N.Y., 1970). For a summary of
recent historical studies of the family as a social institution, see Maris A.
Vinovskis, "From Household Size to the Life Course: Some Observations on
Recent Trends in Family History," American Behavioral Scientist, XXI (November / December, 1977), 263~288. The importance of the family in black history
is well-recognized too. See Herbert G. Gutman, The Black Family in Slavery
and ·Freedom, 1750-1925 (New York, 1976).
~Examples of this approach include John J. Waters, Jr., The Otis Family in
Provincial and Revolutionary Massachusetts (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1968) and Randolph Shipley Klein, Portrait of an Early American Family: The Shippens oj
Pennsylvania Across Five Generations (Philadelphia, 1975).
~There are a good many exceptions to these generalizations. See, for a
recent example, Nicholas Perkins Hardeman, Wilderness Calling: The Hardeman
Family in the American Westward Movement, 1750-1900 (Knoxville, Tenn.,
1977). Nevertheless, it seems clear that students of family history have concentrated on the northeastern United States during the colonial and early
national periods.
~General descriptive information on Harrison County is found in J. C.
Armstrong, "History of Harrison County, Texas, 1839-1880," (Unpublished M.A.
Thesis, University of Colorado, 1930), passim.

'Seventh Census of the United States, 1850, Schedule I-Free Inhabitants.
The population schedules of the United States Censuses of 1850, 1860, 1870, and
1880 are available on microfilm from the National Archives in Washington. The
best discussion of determining migration patterns and dates from census data
is found in Barnes F. Lathrop, Migration into East Texas, 1850-1860~ A Study
from the United States Census (Austin, 1949), 23-33.
IHarrison County Tax Rolls, 1840-1842 in Records of the Comptroller of
Public Accounts, Ad Valorem Tax Division, County Real and Personal Property
Tax RoBs, 1836-1880. Archives Division, Texas State Library, Austin. Herein-
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after these records will be cited as Harrison COUDty Tax Rolls with the appropriate year.
·Harrison County Tax Rolls, 1842.
lQSurvey Records, County Clerk's Office, Harrison County courthouse,
Marshall, Texas. The size of Blocker's landholdings and labor force as of January 1 of any year after 1842 is available from the tax rolls. Some but not all
of his land transactions may be determined from Deed Records in the County
Clerk's Office. The problem with the Deed Records is that land transactions
did not have to be recorded, and therefore the record is incomplete.

tlSeventh Census, 1850, Schedule I-Free Inhabitants. Lathrop, Migration
into East Texas, 35, although he does not deal specifically with Harrison County,
reveals a heavy flow of migrants from Alabama into the East Texas area during
the antebellum years.

l'Seventh Census, 1850, Schedule 2-Slave Inhabitants; Schedule 4-Productions of Agriculture. Schedule 4 of the United States Censuses of 1850, 1860,
1870, and 1880 is available on microfilm from the Archives Division of the
Texas State Library in Austin. The statement that Blocker was an "above average" size farmer in 1850 is based on placing him in the context of a sample of
500 households that I have drawn from the manuscript census of 1850 for the
purpose of a general study of Harrison County in this era. For example, among
farmers who worked land of their own, the average cash value of farm was
$2,022 and the mean cotton crop was nine bales.
13Harrison County Tax Rolls, 1850. Harrison County Deed Records, County
Clerk's Office, Harrison County courthouse, Marshall, Texas.
t~Seventh Census, 1850, Schedule I-Free Inhabitants; and Eighth Census
of the United States, 1860, Schedule I-Free Inhabitants, both indicate that the
Blocker children had attended school within the past twelve months. According
to my sample of 500 families drawn from the census of 1850, only one-half of
the families with children aged five to seventeen had any of those children in
school. This situation was little changed in 1860. The Blocker" children's attendance at school is borne out by receipts for tuition payments in the William J.
Blocker manuscript probate papers located in the County Clerk's Office, Harrison
County courthouse, Marshall, Texas. Hereinafter these probate materials will
be cited as Harrison County Probate Papers, Estate of William J. Blocker.
'~Harrison

County Tax Rolls, 1855.

'8Harrison County Deed Records.
l1By 1859, Blocker owned 35 slaves. Harrison County Tax Rolls, 1859.
Harrison County Commissioners Court Minutes, 1850~1859 in County Clerk's
Office, Harrison County courthouse, Marshall, Texas. Harrison County Deed
Records.
"The date of death may be fixed from the application by Blocker's widow
for letters of administration. Harrison County Probate Papers, Estate of William
J. Blocker.
uHarrison County Probate Papers, Estate of William J. Blocker.
2°lbid. For the best account of the cotton factorage system, see Harold D.
Woodman, King Cotton and His Retainers: Financing and Marketing the Cotton
Crop 01 the South, 1800-1925 (Lexington, Ky., 1968). Chapter three discusses
the credit system and the problems of antebellum planters with debts.
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UHarrison County Probate Papers, Estate of William J. Blocker.

2lEighth Census of the United States, 1860, Schedule 2-51ave Inhabitants
and Schedule 4-Productions of Agriculture; Harrison County Tax Rolls, 1860.

23Harrison County Probate Papers, Estate of William J. Blocker.
2'Harrison County Probate Papers, Estate of William J. Blocker. The cotton
crop for 1862 was 92 bales. Perhaps at wartime prices, this helped pay much
of the debt due in New Orleans. Brander and Hubbard reorganized as Brander,
Chambliss, & Co. on March 31, 1861. New Orleans Times-Picayune, April 17,
1861.
28Harrison County Probate Papers, Estate of William J. Blocker.

2GEighth Census, 1860, Schedule I-Free Inhabitants. Harrison County
Marriage Records, County Clerk's Office, Harrison County courthouse, Marshall,
Texas. Apparently William P. Blocker was not married in Harrison County. His
marriage was not recorded there.
"The Blockers' service to the Confederacy is explained in Max S. Lale, ed.,
"The Boy-Bugler of the Third Texas Cavalry: The A. B. Blocker Narrative,"
Military History of Texas and the Southwest, XIV (undated), 71-82, 147-167,
215-227; XV (undated), 21-34. Albert, who was in fact sixteen, claimed to be
seventeen when he volunteered. Frank Blocker's death and Albert Blocker's
discharge were reported in the Marshall Texas Republican on September 6, 1862.
For a brief account of the Third Texas Cavalry's role in the war in 1861-1862,
see Marcus J. Wright, compiler, and Harold B. Simpson, editor, Texas in the
War, 1861-1865 (Hillsboro, Texas, 1965), 79, 85-86, 112.
28Harrison County Tax RoBs, 1864 and 1865.
29Harrison County Probate Papers, Estate of William J. Blocker. There is
an unexplained discrepancy between the 43 slaves reported for tax purposes in
1864 and the reference to 32 negroes lost by emancipation.
8°Harrison County Probate Papers, Estate of William J. Blocker.
t 1

Harrison County Marriage Records.

32Ninth Census of the United States, 1870, Schedule I-Free Inhabitants
and Schedule 4-Productions of Agriculture; Harrison County Tax Rolls, 1870.
i18Tenth Census of the United States, 1880, Schedule I-Population Schedule;
Harrison County Tax Rolls, 1876, 1880.
UTenth Census, 1880, Schedule I-Population Schedule and Schedule 4Productions of Agriculture; Harrison County Commissioner's Court Minutes,
November, 1878 and November, 1880.
HTenth Census, 1880, Schedule 1 and Schedule 4.
uWilliam J. Blocker Family Bible, Property of Mrs. Robert M.
Bellaire, Texas.
a1Woodman, King Colton and His Retainers.
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THOMAS BUFORD MASTON AND THE GROWTH OF
SOCIAL CHRISTIANITY AMONG TEXAS BAPTISTS
by John W. Storey
In 1920 Thomas Buford Maston left Tennessee to enroll in Southwestern Baptist Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. Like other states of
the former Confederacy, Texas then was predominantly rural, with an
urban population of only 32.4 per cent.' And the seminary, which had
been moved from the Baylor University campus in Waco to Fort Worth
in 1910, was still a fledgling institution.' Forty-three years later, when
Maston retired from the seminary, Texas and Southwestern had undergone significant changes. With over 75 per cent of its populace living
in urban areas,' Texas had become one of the more urbanized states
of the nation. It was a region accustomed to growth and change. Likewise, Southwestern Seminary was now a fully accredited institution
enrolling more students than any other sentinary.· Maston's long and
distinguished career at the seminary coincided not only with institutional
progress, however, but also with a growing awareness among fellow
Texas Baptists of the social dimensions of the gospel.
Developments within the Baptist General Convention of Texas,
particularly since World War II, suggest that Texas churchmen have
become more alert to social ills. Although many factors account for
this, Maston's influence has been unmistakable. Through two generations of students, many of whom have occupied important denominational positions, numerous books, countless articles in denominational
papers, and the Christian Life Commission of Texas, Maston, more so
than any other Texas Baptist, broadened the social awareness of his
fellow Baptists. Established in 1950, the Christian Life Commission,
for instance, the agency primarily responsible for informing and educating Texas Baptists on social matters, mirrors Maston's concern for a
practical application of the scriptures.
Church historian Samuel S. Hill, Jr. has asserted that Southern
Baptists have tended "to reflect the values held by their surrounding
culture rather than to prompt critical assessment of those values." Only
after "legislative and legal requirements made it all but mandatory," for
instance, did Southern Baptists "exert much leadership in implementing
humane treatment of those blacks who share the same geographical
space." Consequently, Hill concluded that "Southern Baptists have not
managed typically to transcend themselves or to become prophetic
visionaries.''' While generally accurate for many Southern Baptists,
Hill's observation does not apply to Maston, who challenged his culture,
especially in the area of race, many years prior to the landmark Brown
decision of 1954. And, significantly, Maston did it within a conservative
John W. Storey is associated with Lamar University in Beaumont. Texas.
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theological framework.' Indeed, it is doubtful that it could have been
otherwise. Maston could not have retained his position for so many
years at Southwestern nor exercised much influence on fellow churchmen had he not shared the theological conservatism of most Texas
Baptists. Theologically, Maston was at home among conservative
Southern Baptists. But on social issues, the seminarian was a progressive. Whereas some churchmen were perhaps inclined to dismiss social
maladies as consequences of human depravity, Maston, while convinced
of the flawed character of human nature, saw social ills as an indication
of inequities within the social structure. So he continually prodded
Texans to address themselves to public concerns, noting that Southern
Baptists had "needed for a long time ... a combination of what I call
a basically conservative theology and a social liberalism." For Maston
there was no contradiction in this. 1

Maston emphasized the social applications of Christianity, but he
was somewhat out of step within a denomination which historically
stressed personal evangelism. And at times this caused him some
uneasiness. Dr. Lee Rutland Scarborough, longtime president of the
seminary, gave so much attention to soul winning that Maston felt
uncomfortable. Such anxiety, however, was resolved relatively early:
"I do not think of personal evangelism and ethics as being two separate
things," explained Maston, "They are just two ways of looking at the
same coin." While neither aspect should be neglected, Maston believed
his " ... primary emphasis ought to be on discipleship, the kind of life
lived alter one has been converted.'" Knowing that other churchmen
would continue to stress personal evangelism and missions, Maston

chose to emphasize social ethics.
But why should a Texas Baptist such as Maston, who spent his
academic career in a conservative environment, be so concerned about

social Christianity? Why was he able to rise above his culture on the
issue of race, especially since so many of his contemP.oraries, whether
in or out of the church, were unable to do so? Family background and
educational development shed some light.
Family background evidently kindled an interest in social issues.

"I know some folks move away and forget ..." their origins, recalled
Maston " ... but I definitely think this had a definite influence in my
life ... " especially in "... the concern about people,"" Maston was

born in Jefferson County, Tennessee, in 1897. His parents Were "very
poor." His father, who grew up in East Tennessee after the Civil War,
toiled as a farm laborer, a section hand on a railroad, and a share

cropper. Pursuit of work led the Maston family to a small Ohio village,
College Corner, in 1901. After a decade, the family returned to
Tennessee, settling on a farm near Fountain City, where Maston grew

to maturity.
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Despite a rather humble and migratory existence, the Maston
family was stable. The parents enjoyed a successful marriage and
exerted a positive influence upon their children. Maston was particularly
close to his father, whose subsequent influence was considerable. '"

Since his family was poor, Maston always idcntified with underprivileged people. Because of his father's experience as a railroad
section hand, for instance, he developed rather early a sympathy for
unionism. His father, whilc not an activist committed to any particular
social program, joined the railroad union for practical reasons. It
helped the laborers. So Maston saw the benefits of unionization, and
thus could later identify with thosc southern miners, mill hands, lumber
jacks, and agricultural laborers who struggled against formidable odds
to unionize in the early twentieth century. Family conditions, then,
Maston later recalled ... "have explained to some degree what I hope
has been a genuine, sincere interest in the underprivileged, the poor, and
the disinherited in general in our society.)lll

But why should Maston's concern for the underprivileged cut
across racial lines? Why should a poor white from East Tennessee
develop such an interest in racial justice? Historically, poor southern
whites have generally resisted efforts by blacks to improve their status
in society. Motivated by economic and social fears, poor whites frequently released their frustrations in acts of violence against blacks."
Again, Maston's home environment was important. "My folks seem·
ingly had no racial prejudice, [and] I never heard it expresscd at all .. ."
he observed. Maston, moreover, was affected by Biblical stories dcaling
with racial equality. "I think the attitude that I early developed grew
primarily out of my reading and study of the New Testament and the
attitude of Jesus, particularly toward the Samaritans ..." he said "...
because they were the most hated group by the Jews, of that time.''''
Even Maston, however, could not explain why those Biblical stories
made such an impression upon him when so many of his contemporaries,

who read the same stories, were not similarly affected. Other southern
whites whose socioeconomic and religious conditions were similar to
Maston's were not moved by those scriptures to challenge their culture.
Indeed, despite those passages alluding to racial justice, southern
religion, for most whites at least, reinforced cultural norms regarding
the status of blacks in the South. As church historian Rufus B. Spain

pointed out, "Theories of race were as much a part of Southern Baptist
thinking as the Virgin Birth or Second Coming."" This could be said
of Baptist thought well into the twentieth century.
Perhaps the nature of Maston's early association with blacks was
important. Since few blacks lived in the Tennessee and Ohio communities where Maston grew up, he actually had little contact with blacks
during his formative years. There were only two black families in
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College Corner, where Maston entered public school. Although limited,
this association was positive. He sat across the aisle in school from a
black child and played with him at recess on the playground." This
in itself was significant, for in the segregated school systems of the
South Maston could not have had such an experience. Furthermore,
unlike whites in areas of the deep South whose fears sometimes were
accentuated by the preponderance of blacks, the Maston family never
felt threatened. Upon returning to Tennessee in 1911, for instance,
the family had little contact at all with blacks:' This did not change
until Maston entered Yale University in the 1930s. So from childhood
to maturity Maston's contact with blacks was positive in nature, albeit
lintited in terms of numbers. And despite humble origins, Maston, first
at College Corner and later at Yale, had oppormnities to associate with
blacks on a basis that other southern whites who never ventured outside
the South could not have shared. Whatever the precise reasons, Maston,
from early life on, genuinely cared for underprivileged people, black as
well as white. "But why that attitude [of caring for blacks], I don't
know
" acknowledged Maston, "I really don't." Perhaps, said he,
it was "
partly due to the fact that we were so poor that we had
sympathy for these folks [blacks] who were [also] underprivileged:'"
While the exact origins of Maston's concern for racial justice cannot be pinpointed, his educational development no doubt broadened his
understanding of social issues, including race. Maston's mother and
father, who completed only the third and eighth grades respectively,
were eager for their son to attend college, although they were unable
to provide financial assistance. A timely loan from a local Fountain
City high school English teacher and campus jobs as a custodian of
sorts and a waiter in the men's dorm enabled Maston to attend CarsonNewman College in Jefferson City, Tennessee, from 1916 to 1920.
Maston's recollection of his undergraduate schooling was not particularly
flattering. There were no memorable teachers or courses." As for the
social gospel, said Maston, "I remember hearing of [Walter] Rauschenbusch, but that was all. 1l1~
But in 1920, beginning an institutional relationship that lasted
forty-three years, Maston entered Southwestern Baptist Seminary in
Fort Worth, Texas, where he studied in some depth the social applications of Christianity. Dr. John M. Price, a member of the School of
Religious Education, reguiarly taught a course on the social teachings
of the Bible, which Maston took his first year at the seminary." In the
School of Theology, Maston encountered Dr. Walter T. Conner, a
noted Baptist theologian who had done some work under Walter
Rauschenbusch while studying at Rochester Theological Seminary in
New York from 1908-1910." So at Southwestern in the early 1920s
Maston became familiar with the social gospel ministers, especially
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Rauschenbusch. "The whole atmosphere of Southern Baptists at that
particular time [early 1920s] was rather sympathetic ..." to the social
gospel, Maston insisted. Baptists raised few objections to the social
gospel movement until they identified it, incorrectly Maston believed,
with theological liberalism."

•

•

•

•

In 1922, while still working on a master's degree in the School of
Religious Education, Maston accepted an opportunity to teach a course
at the seminary on applied Christianity. This was the beginning of a
distinguished teaching career which lasted until 1963. By 1925 the
new instructor had obtained master's and doctoral degrees from Southwestern. His pursuit of formal -education, however, was not over.
Reflecting his interest in social issues, he obtained a Master of Arts in
Sociology from Texas Christian University in 1927, and took summer
courses at the University of North Carolina and the University of
Chicago in 1928 and 1929 respectively. Howard W. Odum, a respected
authority on southern culture, was one of Maston's professors at North
Carolina." While such training broadened his social vision, race was
already a matter of paramount concern. In 1927 he wrote "Racial
Revelations," a pamphlet later published by the Woman's Missionary
Union of the Southern Baptist Convention. This was the first of a long
series of observations by Maston on race and the Bible."
In 1932; at the depth of the Great Depression, Maston entered
Yale University. "I wanted to go to a big university," he said, "because
all my previous experience had been in these smaller institutions."
Maston also went to Yale " ... to expand my view ... to broaden my
perspective."" While not significantly changed, Maston's social thinking
was refined at Yale. He studied under H. Richard Niebuhr and
examined thoroughly the works of Reinhold Niebuhr, Karl Barth, and
Emil Brunner. Although acknowledging the influence of Richard
Niebuhr, Maston believed "the overall impact of Yale" was more important than association with anyone scholar." In 1939 Maston
obtained a PhD from Yale. Meanwhile, the range of his social conceros
was indicated in a series of lessons he had written for the Southern
Baptist Sunday School Board in 1933. Topic headings included "The
Young Christian and Social Problems," "Christianizing Economic Life,"
"Improving Society Through Legislation," and "The Christian Attitude
Toward Other Races. m

,

Maston's social consciousness, then, was kindled by humble family
origins and refined by educational experiences. But how did he exert
influence among fellow Texas Baptists, churchmen whose primary concern had always been personal evangelism? There are at least four
bases of influence within the Baptist General Convention' of Texas: the
editorship of the Baptist Standard (Dallas), which has a substantially
wider circulation than any other Southern Baptist weekly;" pastorates
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of the large urban congregations, such as those in Dallas, San Antonio,
Fort Worth, or Houston; full time executive positions within the
bureaucracy of the Texas Baptist General Convention, such as the
director of the Christian Life Commission in Dallas; and the professoriate at Southwestern Seminary, who train future denominational
leaders. Maston's base of influence was the seminary. As a respected
member of the Southwestern faculty, his writings, through which he
continually reminded Baptists of their social responsibilities, carried
considerable weight. People listened to Maston, a former student
remarked, because of who he was and what he said." And through his
students, many of whom rose to prominence, his influence penetrated
every level of Baptist life.

•

Ethics, or applied Christianity, was taught at Southwestern Seminary before Maston arrived. From time to time, William W. Barnes,
Charles B. Williams, John M. Price, and James B. Gambrell offered a

course on practical applications of the gospel. And in 1921, when the
School of Religious Education was formed, applied Christianity was a
part of the program." After joining the Religious Education faculty in
1922, however, Maston steadily expanded course offerings in ethics and
increasingly emphasized race. Home and Foreign Fields carried a
Maston article on race in 1929." In 1938, one year after the teaching
of ethics was moved from Religious Education to the School of Theology, Maston introduced a new course, "Social Problems in the South,"
concentrating largely on raeial conditions." Beginning in 1942 Maston
taught ethics full time, and two years later he offered a course on "The
Church and the Race Problem". For this class, Fort Worth became a
laboratory. Students took field trips through black neighborhoods; they
investigated specific aspects of the city's race problem, such as the public
school system and blacks; and prominent blacks were invited to address
the class.

•

•
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As Maston developed courses on applied Christianity and wrote
lessons on soeial problems for Sunday school and training union quarterlies in the 1920s and 1930s, he increasingly felt tbe need to attend
a prestige university. His background in religious education evidently
was suspect to some members of the academic community at Southwestern, particularly among Hthe old-timers in the school of theology,"

whose ranks Maston joined in 1937." Although never verbalizcd,
Maston sensed some resistance in the School of Theology, primarily
from Dr. Walter T. Conner. "I had a little problem coming from
religious education over to theology," observed Maston, "1 don't know
of any formal rcsistance , .." but"... I do know it took a little while to
win ... respect, from the viewpoint of scholarship and publishing."';
An Ivy League diploma was helpful, but ultimate academic acceptance, even from Conner, who was chairman of the committee of gradu-

•
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ate study, came as many of the better graduate students at Southwestern
went into Christian ethics. When "These sudents began to specialize
in ethics," declared Maston, "my colleagues were more or less forced
to increase their respect for the [ethics] department."" And in the
1940s and 1950s Maston, although a demanding teacher, did draw
some of the better students." Many factors accounted for this. Maston
was always prepared for class; he stayed abreast of current literature
in his field; he synthesized material from diverse sources; and he had
time for students, undergraduates as well as graduates, outside the classroom. He was not a dynamic lecturer. His classroom style was "quiet,
conversational, [and] folksy..... Former students held hhn in lofty
esteem.
By the time of Maston's retirement, forty-nine students had completed doctoral requirements under his guidance,'" Many other seminarians had minored in ethics under Maston, and several thousand
undergraduates had taken at least a few of his courses in applied
Christianity." Bill Moyers, an aide to former President Lyndon B.
Johnson, had studied under Maston and would have majored in ethics
had he remained at Southwestern," Perhaps Maston's greatest influence
in Baptist life has been through his students, particularly those who
specialized in ethics. As pastors, denominational executives, professors,
and foreign missionaries, Maston's doctoral students have become
involved in every aspect of denominational life. Forty-seven have been
pastors; twenty-one, denominational executives; fifteen, seminary pro39

fessors; thirteen, missionaries;

l
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government officials; and two, mili-

tary chaplains. Of the six Southern Baptist seminary presidents, two
are Maston graduates; two others minored under him." And the Christian Life Commission of Texas, which has labored since its creation in
1950 to expand the social vision of Texas churchmen, has been dominated by Maston students. With the exception of Acker C. Miller, the
first director of the new agency, all the directors of the Commission
have been Maston graduates: Fay Valentine, 1953-1960; Jimmy Allen,
1960-1968; and James Dunn, who has held the post since 1968. Upon
resigning from the Christian Life Commission of Texas, Valentine
became Executive-Secretary of the Christian Life Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention. He still holds this influential position.
And Allen, who is now pastor of the First Baptist Church, San Antonio,
has served as president of the Baptist General Convention of Texas,

1970-197}, and of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1977-1979. Moreover, striving to minister to the needs of the San Antonio community,

Allen has led his racially integrated congregation to implement an impressive array of social programs." When asked why he had not carried
placards or marched in protest parades, as other people who shared
his concern for social justice had done, Maston replied " ... that there
is a place for some folk who stay primarily right here in the classroom
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at the seminary." The activities of Maston's students would seem to

bear him out, for, as Maston observed, they" ... have gotten involved
in ways that I could not and ways that I would not feel comfortable.""
But as Maston recognized, his influence beyond the classroom
stemmed also from his

writings:~

A prolific author, Maston wrote

nineteen books, ten published after retirement, and innumerable Sunday
school and training union lessons, pamphlets, articles, and columns in

•

the Baptist weeklies, notably the Baptist Standard." His literary
endeavors were twofold. He wanted to do "something that would be
reasonably accepted from the viewpoint of college and seminary
teachers, something more or less scholarly." Christianity and World
Issues (Macmillan, 1957) and Biblical Ethics: A Biblical Survey (World,
1967), which Maston considered his most scholarly efforts, grew out
of this desire. Another reason Maston went to Yale was to enhance
general academic acceptance of his scholarly works. He did not want
to be ignored just because he"... was a Southern Baptist ... teaching
way out here in the Southwest.""
That Maston sought academic respectability and recognition was
apparent. None the less, instead of addressing himself "... generally
to the Christian community ... " he devoted his attention primarily to
Southern Baptists.'" So in addition to learned studies, Maston wrote
"these simpler books for the masses." Publications such as Right or
Wrong? (Broadman, 1955) and God's Will and Your Life (Broadman,
1964), both directed at young people, were of this type." Practically
all of Maston's writings for the rank-and-file arose from a sense of need.
Certainly this was the case with race. This "was a major issue," Maston

recalled, and understanding was essential. Almost a decade before the
1954 Brown decision, Of One (1946), published by the Home Mission
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, strongly advocated racial
justice. While perhaps the most controversial," this was not Maston's
only book in this sensitive area. The Bible and Race (1959), which
Broadman Press finally published after Maston toned it down some, and
Segregation and Desegregation (1959), written upon request by Macmillan, offered calm advice for Christians grappling with racial issues

in the late 1950s and early 1960s."
And Maston's writings "for the masses," including articles in the

Baptist Standard, pamphlets, and the aforementioned books, had considerable impact. To be sure, many readers dismissed the seminarian

with the usual epithets. He was a "Negro lover," a dupe of the Communists, a trouble maker, unfit to teach in a Baptist institution, an
amalgamationist, and just plaia ignorant. A San Antonio woman who

identified herself as "a Southern Baptist ... and a loyal and patriotic
American" asserted that OJ One" . .. is not Christian, or American!"
"And if that," added she, "is what you teach in the Seminary, and else-
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where, you should not be allowed to teach, or instruct. I never want
one of my children to become indoctrinated with such nonsense!"
Another critic, who wondered "
how much ... the negroes of this
country [were] paying Maston
" exclaimed: "If I were you I'd
shut my mouth. If you want to live with negroes, go live with them,
but don't try to make other people do it."" Buford C. Stockard, pastor
of the Morningside Baptist Church, Graham, Texas, reacting to a series
of Sunday school lessons written in 1958, accused Maston of "either
purposely or ignorantly" propagating "the Pro-Communist line for
Social Justice."" And after reading Segregation and Desegregation, a
businessman from East Chicago, Indiana, concluded that Maston was
'"doing the whites great harm.""·

Many other respondents warmly commended Maston, however,
pointing out that his writings had been timely and helpfUl. Arthur B.
Rutledge, pastor of the First Baptist Church, Marshall, Texas, who had
minored in ethics under Maston, thanked his former mentor for Of One.
Prejudice was "deep-scated" among many members of his East Texas
congregation, Rutledge acknowledged, "... but at the same time I feel
that as Christians we must make every possible effort to approach the
Christian ideal."" The pastor of the Southside Baptist Church, Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, regretful that the editor of The Baptist Message, the
Baptist weekly of Louisiana, deviated "... so far from the clear teachings . .. of our Savior," praised Maston "for the splendid article written
for our state paper" on race relations." And from Chester, Virginia,
a high school senior wrote that Segregation and Desegregation had been
very helpful in a recent school debate on integration. "We as Christians
must not continue discrimination of the races by segregation," she
asserted."" Overall, letters favorable and unfavorable to Maston's
writings on race balanced out fairly evenly.
While the classroom and the pen were the major sources of his
influence, Maston did not confine himself entirely to those endeavors.
An ordained deacon in the Gambrell Avenue Baptist Church, Fort
Worth, he worked with his pastor to achieve desegregation of the local
congregation. This was accomplished without incident."" And the
admission of blacks in 1951 to day classes" at Southwestern was the
culmination of an effort begun within the seminary by Maston, other
faculty members, and President Scarborough. The faculty would have
admitted blacks,.even earlier, Maston insisted. The resistance came from
the Trustees and rank-and-file Southern Baptists." Maston also
accepted many speaking engagements. In 1961, for instance, as Dallas
was grappling with school desegregation, Maston addressed the Dallas
Baptist Pastors' Conference on "The Pastor's Role in a Community
Facing School Desegregation." Since the Dallas Morning News covered
the meeting, his remarks had an impact throughout the area. He
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received over twenty letters, most of them "very critical. ".. A Weatherford Baptist, after reading the Dallas Morning News account, "was
ashamed that a Baptist preacher" would so express himself." I hope
people are not so ignorant that they believe what you are teaching. "•.,
At least a few readers, however, thought Maston's comments were
"well said and so very needful. How I hope and pray your advice will
be heeded."88
Maston's career demonstrates that individual effort can be significant. Maston believed that long-standing social ills, however, particularly
in the area of race, required group effort. Individuals had to cooperate
through organizations and institutions to accomplish needed change.
Hence, Maston belonged to the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the Urban League in Fort Worth, although
admittedly not too active." In Maston's judgement, the church should
lead the effort for social betterment, particularly racial justice."
Mason's concern for racial justice set in motion shortly after World
War II a sequence of events culminating in the creation of the Christian
Life Commission, the agency through which Texas Baptists have
grappled with social ills, including race. In 1948 Maston corresponded
with a small group of Texas Baptists, including Dr. J. Howard Williams,
the executive-secretary of the Baptist General Convention of Texas,
about the possibility of a Christian Action Conference in Fort Worth."
This conference never materialized, but at the 1949 Baptist convention
in EI Paso Williams, who had suffered a heart attack in 1948, appointed
a three man committee consisting of Maston, William R. White, president of Baylor University, and Acker C. Miller, director of the Department of Interracial Cooperation, to study how Texas Baptists could
most effectively deal with social issues. This trio quickly evolved into
the Committee of Seven, with Maston as chairman." In November,
1950, when Texas Baptists convened in Fort Worth, Maston's committee recommended the establishment of the Christian Life Commission. "The major need of our day is an effective working combination
of a conservative theology, an aggressive, constructive evangelism and
a progressive application of the spirit and teachings of Jesus to every

area of life," declared the committee. The Christian Life Commission
was to be the vehicle for implementing these objectives, especially the
application of Christian ideals to daily life."
Maston and other prominent churchmen later recailed that the
Christian Life Commission was primarily the work of J. Howard
Williams." Admittedly, the support of Williams was crucial. He was
an indefatigable denominational worker who possessed superior organizational talents. He was able to work easily with men of differing views,
and hence gain broad support for his plans. While serving as executlvesecretary of the Convention from 1946-1953, Williams was a member
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of the First Baptist Church, Dallas, and Dr. W. A. Criswell was a close
friend." Later, as president of Southwestern Seminary from 1953 until
his death in 1958, he and Maston enjoyed a warm friendship." So
Williams clearly was a denominational leader who knew how to get
things done, and his endorsement of the Christian Life Commission
was essential.
In other ways, however, Maston and Miller were just as important.
Through his writings on race and other social issues, Maston had helped
educate Texas Baptists on the need for a practical application of the
scriptures. Moreover, he had schooled an "army" of students who were
ideally suited to work through an agency such as the Christian Life
Commission. Miller, director since 1944 of the Department of Interracial Cooperation, was already in the field working to improve raee
relations in Texas." Consequently, he was sympathetic with the purpose of the Christian Life Commission, and raised no objections when
his department was absorbed by the new agency. '" Furthermore, as
director of the Commission from 1950-1953, Miller, a widely respected
churchman, provided able leadership.
Although initially there was no expressed opposition to the Christion Life Commission, criticism soon surfaced." This has led to speculation that the Commission, basically out of step with the sentiment of
rank-and-file Texas Baptists, was fashioned by leaders who were ahead
of their constituents on social issues. Dr. Ralph Phelps, a Maston
graduate who taught ethics at Southwestern before assuming the presidency of Ouachita Baptist College in Arkansas, served on the Committee of Seven in 1950. He insisted that the Christian Life Commission
would never have been established if most Texas Baptists had realized
that the new agency was going to be so active. "Texas Baptists didn't
have the foggiest idea that the Christian Life Commission would ever
amount to anything," he asserted, "or they would [not] have approved
it."" Maston would not go so far as Phelps, but nevertheless agreed
that the Christian Life Commission was primarily the result of constructive Baptist leadership. "But ... that's not only true of the Christian Life Commission," added he, "but almost everything else.""
To be sure, the Christian Life Commission was the handiwork of
capable Baptist leaders, some of whom, such as Maston, certainly were
ahead of other Texans, non-Baptists as well as Baptists, in understand-

ing racial and social ills. By the early 1950s, however, many local
pastors and laymen were prepared to support an organized effort in
behalf of social justice. As chairman of the Committee on Work Among
Negro Baptists, Charles T. Alexander, a member of Gaston Avenue
Baptist Church, Dallas, had diligently cultivated cooperation between
black and white Baptist leaders from 1936 to 1943,'" Arthur B.
Rutledge, whose Marshall congregation was in predominantly black
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Harrison County, began nudging his followers toward racial justice in
the late 1940s." He later served as chairman of the Christian Life
Commission." In 1951 Jimmy Allen, who was then pastoring the First
Baptist Church of Van Alstyne, a small community approximately
seventy miles north of Dallas, collaborated with two other local pastors
in organizing a racially integrated service. The program revolved
aronnd a Boy Scout Day, explained Allen, but the "... real purpose
was to pull the people together across the racial line."" Likewise, H.
Strauss Atkinson, then pastor of the First Baptist Church, Canyon, and
Vernon O. Elmore, who pastored the Baptist Temple, San Antonio,
before moving to the First Baptist Church, Corpus Christi, both championed racial justice early in the 1950s." So at the grass roots level
there were some Texas churchmen who were striving for a practical
application of the scriptures, especially in the area of race, prior to
the 1954 Brown decision. As Foy Valentine assessed the situation,
the Christian Life Commission was not "an ontgrowth of a particularly

•

expanding social awareness among Texas Baptists in general," but conditions nevertheless were favorable."'

Advantageons circumstances also prevailed within Texas by the
early 1950s. If the South's resistance to change can be attributed to
its rural background and traditional values, as some observers have
claimed," the Christian Life Commission was launched at a propitious
moment in Texas history. With 62.7% of its populace classed as urban,
Texas was no longer a rural state by 1950. Fort Worth, Maston's home,
more than tripled from 1920 to 1960, increasing from 106,482 to
356,268, while Houston, Dallas, San Antonio, El Paso, and BeaumontPort Arthur all experienced dramatic growth from 1940 to 1960. As
elsewhere, race was a serious problem in these Texas cities, particularly

with regard to housing, jobs, and education. After the 1954 Brown
ruling, however, southern urban leaders often sought to ease racial

tension, "less because they were committed to full racial equality than
becanse they desired to protect their businesses and their national urban
image.'''" So in terms of the urbanization of Texas and the readiness
of many local Baptists to accept its leadership in applied Christianity,
the Christian Life Commission began under favorable circumstances.

The new Commission set about immediately to educate the masses
of Texas Baptists. Christian Life Committees, organized at the local
assodational level, conducted conferences, workshops, and special pro-

grams across Texas emphasizing the practical aspects of faith. In 1956
there were only fourteen such committees. Four years later there were

110.'" The Commission, furthermore, developed and widely distributed
a body of literature entitled "The Bible Speaks." These brief pamphlets
were designed to acquaint local churchmen with such issues as drugs,
race relations, abortion, capital punishment, church and state, political

•
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involvement, family problems, black power, pollution, poverty, aging,
political extremism, and others." Hence, the Christian Life Commission
was a "think tank" of sorts, striving to keep Texas Baptists informed
on current issues. While continuing to serve this purpose, the Commission under Jimmy Allen's leadership from 1960-1968 ventured into
Texas politics. Allen spent many hours in Austin lobbying state legislators." The present director, James Dunn, has continued this political
activism.
Despite occasional anger over its position on some controversial

issue, the Christian Life Commission has become an established part
of the bureaucracy of the Baptist General Convention of Texas and has
gained, it seems, the acceptance of most Texas Baptists. This has been
accomplished, to some extent at least, by pursuing basically a conservative strategy. While dramatizing for Texas Baptists the urgency of
applied Christianity, and thus the desirability of social change in certain
areas, the Christian Life Commission has consistently counselled moderation and gradualism. Again, the influence and thought of Thomas
Maston are apparent.
Theological conservatism, as Maston's actions show, does not
automatically predispose oDe to view social ills as consequences of

human depravity, and hence something to be endured rather than
solved. Although convinced of the tenacity of human evil, Maston
perceived environmental roots for racial and other social injustices.

So like Walter Rauschenbusch, whom he admired, and Reinhold
Niebuhr, whom he encountered at Yale," Maston's theological Conservatism in no way diminished his social concern. Nevertheless, Maston's strategy for improving society was distinctly conservative. While
theological conservatism did not obscure his grasp of social maladies,
it predisposed him, as it has the directors of the Christian Life Commission of Texas, toward a cautious political strategy. For two genera-

tions Maston advised Southwestern students to proceed cautiously when
dealing with sensitive issues. If one moved too rapidly and aggressively,
local churchmen would become alienated and ail chance for improvement lost. Clarence Jordan, the noted Southern Baptist who in 1942
founded Koinonia Farm, an integrated community near Americus,
Georgia, was a case in point. Jordan's outspokenness, Maston believed,
eroded his influence. The seminarian readily conceded, however, that

people like Jordan made it easier for moderates such as himself to
gain acceptance.

Still, Maston insisted, one must "start where the

people are and keep the pressure in the right place, pointed in the right
direction." This eventually would yield desirable results."
Reformers eager for quick improvement would readily find fault
with Maston's cautiousness. Even Maston recognized the danger in his
stI:ategy of compromising too much and settling for too little." On the
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basis of his accomplishments and the expanded social vision of Texas
Baptists, as reflected in the Christian Life Commission, Maston never
compromised too much.
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JOSEPH S. CULLINAN: PIONEER IN TEXAS OIL
by Tommy Stringer
With the discovery of oil in Corsicana in 1894, that community
gave birth to the industry that has become synonymous with Texas.
While several people contributed to the development of the Corsicana
field in particular and the Texas oil business in general, none played
a greater role than Joseph S. Cullinan. A native Pennsylvanian, he
began working in the oil fields at the age of fourteen, and he remained
active in the industry until his death at the age of 77. His experience
in virtually every phase of the oil industry qualified him to assume a
leading role in the drama of Texas oil.
Born December 31, 1860, near Sharon, Mercer County, Pennsylvania, Joseph Stephen Cullinan was the oldest son and second of eight
children born to John Francis and Mary Considine Cullinan, both of
whom were recent emigrants from County Claire, Ireland. They married at Dubuque, Iowa, in 1856, and moved to Sharon, Pennsylvania
shortly thereafter.'
Joseph Cuilinan attended public schools in Sharon, but he went
to work in the oil fields at the age of fourteen. Cuilinan's responsibilities included messenger boy, oil wagon teamster, pipeline laborer, and
drilling crew member, all of which gave him a wealth of practical experience in the oil industry. He learned the business literally from the
ground up.
In 1882 Cullinan joined the Standard Oil major transportation
affiliate, National Transit Company of Oil City, Pennsylvania, and he
advanced in that organization.
His abilities were recognized by a key executive of Standard, and
Cullinan was transferred in 1888 to Lima, Ohio, where he was appointed
superintendent of the natural gas and tankage departments of the Buckeye Pipeline Company.'
While in Lima, Cullinan met and married Miss Lucy Halm, daughter of a local merchant. To this union five children would be born;
John Halm (1893); Craig Francis (1894); Nina Jane (1896); Margaret
Ann (1898); and Mary Catherine (1901).'
Cullinan continued to move up Standard Oil's corporate ladder,
having been made division superintendent for another Standard Oil
subsidiary, the Southwest Pennsylvania Pipeline Company of WashingtaD, Pennsylvania.
But in 1895 Cullinan left Standard Oil to organize his own company, the Petroleum Iron Works, which specialized in fabricating and
erecting steel storage tanks and steam boilers. Despite the stiff competiTommy Stringer teaches at Navarro College, Corsicana.
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tion of the storage tank business, Petroleum Iron Works became a
profitable venture for Cullinan and the six partners who backed the
effort.'
These early years as managing partner of Petroleum Iron Works
were vital in the development of Cullinan's career. He gained further
experience and self-confidence from the exercise of independnt managrial authority. His travels for the company throughout the regions
of Appalachia and the Middle West enabled him to make new contacts
and to renew old friendships within the oil fraternity. He was involved
in the design of the equipment sold by his company, giving him first
hand knowledge of the problems and practices of different petroleum
producing areas. Generally, his role in this company required him to
make on-the-spot decisions so vital in highly competitive business
situations.
Obviously Joseph Cullinan was qualified to meet the challenge
presented to him by a group of Corsicana businessmen interested in
developing their newly fund oil deposits.
Corsicana, like dozens of other communities in the rich black-belt
agricultural territory of North Central Texas, relied almost exclusively
on collon for its economic livelihood. Railroads had come in the 1870s,
bringing professional and mercantile groups to the community. Times
were good through the '80s but the prolonged agricultural depression
of the 1890s hit rock bollom in 1894 when collon prices fell to 4\14
cents per pound on the Dallas Cotton Exchange. Corsicana's civic
leaders determined that something must be done to solve their problem
of a one-staple economy.'
In 1894 the Corsicana Commercial Club was organized for the
purpose of attracting new industry to the community. While the city
had several advantages, there was one obvious shortcoming: the town's
water supply was hopelessly inadequate for industrial purposes. The
first goal of the Commercial Club was to resolve that problem.' To do
so, the Corsicana Water Development Company was chartered. That
company negotiated a contract with the American Well and Prospecting
Company, an enterprise composed of H. G. Johnston, Emlin Akin and

Charles Rittersbacher, itinerant well drillers. The contract called for
the drilling of three artesian wells within the city limits of Corsicana.
James Autry, boldly and confidently predicted that the three wells, when
completed, would have a total daily flow of 750,000 gallons. No pumping installations would be necessary since there was sufficient natural
pressure to fill standpipes and storage tanks.'
Work began on the first of the wells in the spring of 1894 on
South Twelfth Street near the Collon Belt Railroad. On June 9, drilling
had reached a depth of 1,035 feet when crewmen noticed crude oil
filling the shaft and rising to the surface. Efforts to seal off the crude
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oil from the shaft proved unsuccessful, as it saturated the ground surrounding the drilling site.
Workmen constructed a ditch to drain off the oil seepage to an
earthen tank nearby. As estimated daily flow of 150 galIons of crude
drained into the tank as drilling continued to complete the intended
water welI.
Reaction to the discovery of oil ranged from total apathy to irritation because of the delays it caused in completing the water welI. The
drilling company repeatedly emphasized there was no plan for utilizing
the oil.'
Ralph Beaton and H. G. Damon, neither of whom were associated
with the Water Development Company, sent samples of the Corsicana
crude oil to Oil City, Pennsylvania. Tests showed that the Corsicana
crude had commercial value for fuel and for refining purposes.' Beaton
and Damon quickly formed the Corsicana Oil Development Company.
John Davidson, a man described as an experienced Pennsylvania oil
man, was also involved in the venture. Since they lacked capital, about
alI the Oil Development Company could do was to initiate an enthusiastic leasing effort to reserve drilling rights on town lots in the area of
the water well.
John H. Galey and James M. Guffey arrived in Corsicana in late
1895. This team of wildcat drilIers struck a deal with the Corsicana
Oil Development Company and drilling got under wayan some of the
leases secured by the company.
Although some deposits were found, they could hardly be described
as abundant. Galey, Guffey and Davidson alI sold their interests in
the venture to Corsicana businessmen S. W. Johnson, Fred Fleming
and Ralph Beaton."
The Corsicana Oil Development Company was reorganized and
named the Southern Oil Company. Newspaper reports boasted of the
new company as being a "home enterprise" with a policy to " ... push
development and the work of boring as many welIs as possible as fast
as the work could be done."" By 1897 productiou totalIed nearly
66,000 barrels from 57 wells, by the end of 1898 the 342 produciug
wells yielded more than 544,000 barrels, and by the end of 1900, as
the field expanded eastward, production soared to 836,000 barrels as
operators drilled feverishly as close as possible to existing wells to
increase production. I !

A major technological advancement aided in the development of
the Corsicana field. Two brothers, M. C. and C. E. Baker, had made
use of rotary drilling equipment in their water welI drilling, and they
brought such equipment with them to Corsicana. The result was that
by the end of 1898, all the cable tool drillers had converted to the
rotary or had moved on to other fields."
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The ease with which rotary drilling equipment penetrated the subsurface to shallow oil producing strata not onlY increased drilling speed
but also reduced costs, with completion costs .per well averaging $1,200
to $1,500 less in Texas than in Pennsylvania."
The Corsicana field thus had tremendous potential, but local businessmen had only limited access to speculative capital and therefore
could venture comparitively modest amounts for field exploration and
development. To realize fully the great potential, Corsicana had to
solve the problems of storage, transportation, marketing and manufacturing. A refinery was an absolute necessity, but it was not easy to
secure the required capital. Part of the problem lay in Corsicana's
reluctance to go to "outsiders" for financial backing, or even to partici-

pate with outsiders in joint financial ventures. At least five offers to
build a refinery in Corsicana were tendered with local businessmen
supplying half the required capital. Each of the five offers asked for
sizeable promotional fees or bonuses in cash or stock for the outside
investors for their part in developing the venture. Each of the proposals
was rejected." But it finally became apparent to Corsicana producers
that they must seek outside help. The limited storage facilities were
filled to capacity, leading to waste. Corsicana had little knowledge of
marketing procedures. Frustration and resentment resulted as local
producers unjustly blamed the railroads for not furnishing enough tank
cars.l~

In desperation, Corsicana turned to Joseph Cullinan, a man who

knew the oil business. In 1897, when he met in Dallas with leaders
of Corsicana, he was a polished executive trained by the grandfather
of all oil companies, Standard Oil."
Cullinan decided that the first problem to solve was the shortage
of storage facilities. As the managing partner in a firm specializing in
such construction, Cullinan readily met this need in early December,
1897, when he returned to Corsicana with a crew from his Petroleum
Iron Works. Construction soon began on a 16,000 barrel tank, measuring 80 feet in diameter and 25 feet high. The site was beside the Cotton
Belt tracks in southeastern Corsicana. 1 S

In January, 1898, Cullinan announced a contract with the three
largest Corsicana producers: Southern Oil, Texas Petroleum and Oil
City. Under the terms of the contract, he was to purchase 100,000
barrels of crude from these companies at 50 cents per barrel. It was
further specified that Cullinan need not buy more than 1,000 barrels
a day unless, at his option, he chose to receive and pay for additional
amounts. The contract covered a two years period. 111

While the contract was with only the big three producers, smaller
producers were also included since Southern, Texas and Oil City were
then producing 700 to 800 barrels daily. Additional purchases would
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be made from the smaller operations to fill out the 1,000 barrel daily
requirement.
H

The one suspicion that haunted Cullinan was his ties with Rockerfeller's hated monopolistic trust, Standard Oil. Fears arose that the oil
in Corsicana would slip out of the hands of local people to those who
had no concern about the building of the community but were concerned only with profits for themselves."
Cullinan was backed in the venture by two Standard Oil executives,
Calvin N. Payne, who was general manager of Standard's major pipeline
affiliate, and Henry Folger of New York and chairman of Standard's
Manufacturing Committee. With those two men furnishing $100,000
the J. S. Cullinan Company was organized at Corsicana for the purpose
of conducting general petroleum business including exploration, production, transportation, marketing. and manufacturing activities.2! Thus,

Corsicana entered the rough and tumble world of the oil business.
Cullinan eventually increased his buying to as much as 1,800
barrels per day and the price steadily increased from the contract price
of 50 cents to $1.03 by the end of 1897. The guaranteed price, although
it was considerably lower than that being paid for Pennsylvania crude,
together with Cullinan's construction of additional storage facilities,
greatly encouraged Corsicana's producers. The future indeed looked
bright to the community leaders who only months earlier had feared the
demise of the town. Joseph Cullinan was the individual most responsible
for the resurgence of the new positive attitude that began to penneate
the minds of the citizens of Corsicana."
Cullinan was not finished. Aware that eastern railroads had found
fuel oil successful in running their locomotives, he persuaded the Cotton
Belt to lend him an engine for experimental purposes. He turned the
project over to his brother, Dr. Michael Patrick Cullinan, a licensed
physician whose crippled leg required him to use a crutch. He had
come to Corsicana at his brother's invitation and was a valuable asset
since he had alternately practiced medicine and engaged in the oil
business. ~
4

Within a few days after assuming responsibility for the project,
"The Doctor" had the locomotive ready to go, and it made a flawless
run to Hillsboro, forty miles west of Corsicana. Although the Cotton
Belt did not immediately make the conversion to oil, the Houston and
Texas Central, which also served the Corsicana field, became the first
Texas railroad to do so in 1901, shortly after the discovery of oil at
Spindletop."
Cullinan's innovative talents emerged again shortly after his arrival
in Texas. The hot, dry Corsicana summers kept a permanent cloud of
dust in the air. Cullinan persuaded the City Council to allow him to
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sprinkle crude oil on some of the city's streets. The idea proved so
successful that the council awarded him a contract to treat all the city
streets. Hearing of Corsicana's dust-free streets, other Texas towns
ordered tank cars of crude oil to deal with their problem."
Oil producers looked with disdain upon natural gas. It was
regarded as useless and was burned off. Cullinan, together with William
H. Staley, a local operator, obtained a franchise from the city to provide
natural gas to consumers, having found it entirely satisfactory for
illuminating purposes. By the end of 1898, the Corsicana Gas and
Electric Company had laid enough pipe to furnish 85 homes and 21
businesses with natural gas service, making Corsicana the first Texas
city to offer such service.
Despite all he had done, Cullinan became convinced the full
potential of the Corsicana field would not be realized until a refinery
was constructed. Consequently, he obtained a 136 acre tract of land
in the southeastern section of town. The site was conveniently accessible to both the Cotton Belt and Houston and Texas Central railroads."
Consruction began in June, 1898, and in the next few months the
barren prairie changed to a technological wonder. By December,
Cullinan's construction crews completed their work, and Texas' first
true oil refinery was ready to begin operation, which it did on January
1, 1899."
In February, 1899, it was announced that Standard Oil's southwest
marketing affiliate, Waters-Pierce of St. Louis, would handle the products from Corsicana's refinery. They opened a local office with Aaron
P. Robinson as general superintendent."
2T

The first shipment of Corsicana oil was, as might be expected,
reason for a great deal of civic pride. Each tank car bore a banner
boasting, "Corsicana Refined Petroleum, Produce of the First and Only
Refinery in Texas or the Southwest." Joining in the festivities, Cullinan
donated 1,000 gallons of illuminating oil to the monument fund of the
United Daughters of the Confederacy. Local residents, eager to try
the new product and at the same time aid a worthy cause, purchased
all the oil for a dollar per gallon."
During the first months of operation, the refinery handled 500
barrels per day. By the end of the first year's operation, the refinery
was operating at its full capacity, 1,000 barrels per day."
In the meantime, Cullinan expanded his control of the Corsicana
field. He obtained control of an area known as the Waterworks
property, which proved to be productive. Between 1899 and 1905 the
tract was estimated to bave produced more tban 400,000 barrels of
crude oil.
31

Altbough the Waterworks property proved profitable, it by no
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means represented the ultimate goal of Cullinan in regard to the Corsicana ventures. In August, 1899, a corporation called the Corsicana
Petroleum Company was chartered with Cullinan as president and
director. Other directors included Corsicana banker, James Garrity,
local lumber dealer and mayor, James Whiteselle, Garva Strong, and
Calvin Payne of New York."
The company's sole purpose was "owning and producing oil, gas
and other minerals." With Cullinan leading the way, the company
acquired some of the best wells in the field, as well as the mineral rights
to thousands of potentially valuable oil lands. Along with the Southern
Oil Company organization of Ralph Beaton, H. G. Damon, Aaron
Ferguson, Howard White, Fred Fleming, Allison Templeton and S. W.
Johnson, Cullinan's company controlled the Corsicana oil industry."
Cullinan's key role in the organization and managerial direction of
a major producing unit, Corsicana Petroleum, and a manufacturing
plant, Corsicana Refining, thus signaled the initiation of intergrated
operations within the Texas petroleum industry.
Yet Cullinan had another significant contribution to make to the
industry. From his earliest days in Texas, he had been concerned with
the haphazard drilling practices conducted by Texas producers. They
had no concern with conservation but rather operated under the law of
capture. Cullinan's experience in oil producing Pennsylvania enabled
him to play a leading role in getting conservation laws enacted in his
adopted home of Texas.
Texas had been guilty of such practices as crowding too many
wells into productive areas, waste because of inadequate storage, and
the habit of burning away natural gas. A major mistake was the improper plugging of wells which had an adverse effect on field production
and longevity. Such wells left open soon filled with surface water that
ran through to the oil bearing strata, decreasing production of nearby
wells and diminishing the life of the entire field.
Cullinan viewed the Corsicana situation as intolerable. He
expressed his views in a letter to Corsicana attorney, W. J. McKie,
" ... Legislation is essential where there are so many small holders,
many of them wholly inexperienced (and) ... not likely to go to the
expense of plugging wells unless compelled to do so.""
Under the leadership of Cullinan, several informal meetings with
Corsicana business and civic leaders were held. Through these meetings
he persuaded them to push for such legislation. Robert Prince, representing Navarro County in the Texas House of Representatives, introduced H.B. number 542, a measure "... to regulate the drilling, operation, and abandonment of gas, oil and mineral water wells and to
prevent certain abuses connected therewith. "$1
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Cullinan, Whiteselle and Garrity all testified before the House
Committee on Mining and Minerals in favor of the bill which passed
both houses of the Texas legislature with little opposition. When
Governor Joseph D. Sayers signed the measure on March 29, 1899,
Texas had its first petroleum conservation statute, another feather in
the cap of Joseph S. Cullinan."
Cullinan was pleased by the legislation, but there were two points
which still disturbed him. First, he thought the penalties assessed for
violations were too light to be effective and he urged more severe fines.
The second factor he disliked was the failure of the law to designate an
official empowered with authority to see that the well-plugging procedures Were followed.
He prophesied that eventually the legislature would correct these
shortcomings, which they did with an amendment in 1905 to the original
law that had been enacted six years earlier."
In the meantime, the curtain was rising on act two of the Texas
oil drama. The scene shifted 200 miles southeast to Beaumont where
self-educated Patillo Higgins, expounding his unorthodox theories of
geology, insisted there was oil in the region.

Initial efforts to find the oil proved unsuccessful, and Higgins
found it impossible to secure local financial backing. In desperation
he placed an advertisement in a mining journal, extolling the potential
for oil production in the Beaumont area.
The single reply came from mining engineer Anthony Lucas, who
lived in Washington, D.C. The two men made arrangements to meet
in Beaumont, and Lucas agreed with Higgins regarding the promising
potential of finding oil there."
Lucas went East to seek financial backing. He contacted Henry
C. Folger of New York and Standard Oil and a partner of Joseph
Cullinan in the Corsicana venture. Folger consulted with another
partner, Calvin Payne. Payne and Cullinan then visited the Spindletop
area in February, 1900.
Payne turned Lucas down, telling him that the area would never
be productive. Cullinan secretly disagreed but was not in a position
to challenge his benefactor!l
Despite other setbacks, Higgins and Lucas saw their predictions
come true. At 10:30 in the morning, January 10, 1901 the drilling
crew, having bored to a depth of 1,160 feet, were preparing to lower
the drill pipe back into the hole after changing bits. Suddenly the well
broke loose, sending pipe and oil gushing into the air high above the
derrick.
Lucas directed crews to construct earthen dams to contain the
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oil flowing at an estimated daily rate of 75,000 to 100,000 barrels.
Before the well was capped nine days later, some 800,000 barrels of
oil had gushed forth upon the Texas coastal plain."
News of Spindletop spread across the nation. Among the first
oilmen on the scene was Joe Cullinan, arriving the day after discovery.
Cullinan was determined to participate in the drama unfolding at
Spindletop, but because of his commitments in Corsicana and the
chaotic nature of Spindletop, he exercised caution. He chartered a new
enterprise, the Texas Fuel Company, on March 28, 1901, to engage
in a general oil purchasing business and to operate a pipeline gathering
system."
Aithough competition was unbelievably stiff, Cullinan had a major
advantage over other similar companies. In 1899 he had constructed
a 37,000 barrel capacity storage tank at Sabine, 20 miles south of
Spindletop. The tank, the only substantial storage facility in the entire
Beaumont area, had been constructed to sell fuel oil from the Corsicana
field to ocean-going vessels entering the Sabine River from the Gulf of
Mexico.
The tank had seen only limited useage until the Spindletop discovery but with the prolific flow of oil, producers were forced to sell
crude at three to ten cents a barrel. Cullinan leased tank cars and
shipped 2,000 barrels per day to the Sabine tank to await favorable
fuel oil contracts."
When the J. M. Guffey Petroleum Company began construction
of a field collection system and a pipeline to tie ,Spindletop with storage
and loading facilities at Port Arthur fifteen miles to the south, Cullinan
decided he must make his move if the Texas Fuel Company were to
survive. His apprehension increased when Guffey, with backing from
the Mellon banking interests, decided to expand his operations by constructing a refinery at Port Arthur. The refinery was incorporated as
a separate entity and designated the Gulf Refining Company."
Cullinan's opportunity came in the form of an offer from the HoggSwayne Syndicate, the most powerful business-political combination in
Texas. The agreement called for Cullinan to manage the properties of
the syndicate.
They approached Cullinan after their own inexperience had resulted
in the loss of substantial sums of money. In an agreement reached with
the syndicate, Cullinan, through his Texas Fuel Company, assumed
responsibility for construction of collecting and storage facilities and
for marketing the syndicate's production. Work began almost immediately on construction of a pipeline to Port Arthur and on seven new
37,500 barrel storage tanks In the area."

l
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In the meanwhile, Cullinan expanded the operations of Texas Fuel
as a market for crude oil. He opened an office in Beaumont, employed
sales representatives, and began to contract with Spindletop producers
to purchase their oil. By April, 1902, Cullinan had contracted for
future delivery of 1.2 million barrels of Spindletop oil at an average
price of six cents per barrel. Because of the increased demands on his
time and talent in the Spindletop area, Cullinan found it necessary to
sever his ties with Corsicana, which he did in a letter of resignation
written January 3, 1902."
His next major obstacle in the Spindletop area was to secure more
capital from two additional sources. First, he secured backing from
Lapham Enterprises, controller of the nation's leather trust. They were
represented in the Texas venture by German-born Arnold Schlaet. The
second source of capital was the noted "wheeler-dealer," John W. "BetA-Million" Gates of Chicago. Because of Gates' reputation as a
gambler, Schlaet objected to his being included in the venture. It is
to the credit of Cullinan that he was able to manage such diverse groups
as the Hogg-Swayne Syndicate, Lapham, and John Gates, each of whom
distrusted the others." Whatever their differences, all three agreed that
Joseph Cullinan was indispensable to the operation. In September,
1902, fire broke out in the Spindletop field. In order to save the field,
it was necessary for someone to organize and direct a coordinated
effort to fight the fire. Beaumont's civic leaders, in an emergency
meeting, appealed to Joe Cullinan to assume the responsibility. He
agreed to do so only if he were authorized to enforce his directives at
gunpoint if necessary. Thus empowered, he began work which continued around the clock for a week. Using steam and sand, Cullinan
and his firefighters extinguished the flames, thus saving the field.
Cullinan's eyes were seared by the gas fumes, leaving him sightless
for a few days. With his eyes bandaged, he held conferences at his
bedside with local authorities and dictated a full report of his activities
to Schlaet and Gates.
All three of his backers voiced their concern and commented on
the danger to which Cullinan had SUbjected himself. As Gates said,
"You should use extreme caution, for you are the irreplaceable man
in our plans. mo
With adequate capital now assured, Cullinan rapidly expanded his
Spindletop operations by organizing the Producers Oil Company with
an authorized capital of $1.5 million. After experiencing some setbacks
in its early stages. Producers Oil prospered, serving as the exploratory
and producing company complementing Cullinan's major pipeline and
refining venture, the Texas Company, successor corporation to the
Texas Fuel Company. Between 1902 and 1907 Producers Oil pro-
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duced more than 73 million barrels of crude oil from holdings in Texas,
Louisiana, Oklahoma, Kansas and New Mexico. U

The Texas Company came into being when Cullinan and his
attorney, W. J. McKie, reorganized the Texas Fuel Company due to
its limited capitalization and corporate scope. The Texas Company
charter encountered some obstacles because Texas law prohibited a
single corporation from engaging in more than one business purpose.
The original charter had to be altered somewhat to comply with statutory
provisions, but in 1902 the Texas Company (Texaco), with an authorized capital of $3,000,000, was recognized as a legal corporation in
Texas. H

At the first board of directors meeting, held May 20, 1902, at
Beaumont, Joseph Cullinan was named president of the company. He
continued to expand his influence in the Gulf Coast area oil interests,
having acquired interest in the Moonshine Oil Company and the
Paraffine Oil Company, both of which were involved in production.
In 1904 he was involved in the organization of the Landslide Oil Company, yet another venture into oil exploration and development."
By the fan of 1902 production in the immediate area of Spindletop
began declining, presenting Cullinan with another challenge. Thus, the
Texas Company acquired, for $20,000 cash, an option for the purchase
of a 865 acre tract at Sour Lake, some 25 miles northwest of Beaumont.
That area had the same geological traits as Spindletop, indicating a
large subsurface salt dome. There were mineral springs and petroleum
seepages in the area. Some oil exploration had been done at Sour Lake
resulting in some minor production. The field was forgotten with the
discovery of the Corsicana and Spindletop deposits. Now with those
two fields declining, interests were revived in Sour Lake. St

Under the option Cullinan was permitted to drill three test wells
on the tract. The third well, completed in January, 1903, blew in as
a gusher with a daily rate flow of 15,000 to 18,000 barrels. Walter B.
Sharp, the driller, completed the gusher on a night so dark and stormy
that rain had washed away all traces of the gusher by morning. Cullinan
had wanted to keep the new well secret, but such was impossible."
The purchase price of the 865 acre tract was $1 million with April
I, 1903, as the expiration date of the purchase option.
What Cullinan feared would be a problem proved no problem at
all. The necessary funds were raised, enabling the Texas Company to
secure the property. During the first month of operation of the Sour
Lake field, the discovery well alone produced 250,000 barrels, earning
the company $150,000." The Texas Company's discoveries had led
to frenzied drilling on surrounding leases, driving the price down from
sixty cents to fifteen cents. Foreseeing this, Cullinan had constructed
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storage tanks in the area, enabling him to purchase the later, cheaper
oil.
Cullinan had implemented his conservation measures in the Sour
Lake field, adhering closely to a policy of selective drilling and proper
spacing. The result was the field remained productive long after surrounding leases had been abandoned. Revitalization of the tract by
deeper drilling occurred in 1916, 1923, and 1935. By 1939 the 856
acre tract purchased by Cullinan in 1903 had yielded to the Texas
Company more than 27 million barrels of crude oil."
Cullinan expanded the Texas Company enormously during its first
decade. He justifiably felt proud of both his own and his company's
accomplishments. What bad begun as a small crude oil transportation
and purchasing operation serving only a limited fuel oil market, the
Texas Company had expanded by 1911 toward a national distribution
and marketing system for its diversified petroleum products. From its
original capital and assets of $2 million, the company had increased
its capitalization to more than $27 million and its assets to $32 million.
Its operations included more than a thousand miles of pipeline and field
gathering systems and storage facilities for more than 20 million barrels
of oil. The company owned three refineries and maintained terminal
facilities at twelve Gulf Coast and East Coast ports. European marketing and distribution were in progress through a storage plant at Antwerp,
Belgium. The company owned more than 1,000 tank cars, 5 locomotives, 6 ocean-going tankers, and more than 20 barges."
The lone setback suffered by the Texas Company during its first
decade was an unsuccessful attempt to merge its holdings with the J. M.
Guffey Petroleum Company which was controlled by the powerful
Mellon family of Pittsburg. When the merger failed, the Mellons
reorganized their holdings and changed the name of the company to
Gulf Oil Corporation."
Despite this lone obstacle, Cullinan had expanded the company
significantly. He had managed to attract some of the leading oil executives to Texas to work in his enterprise. Many of these men brought
from Ohio and Pennsylvania by Cullinan provided leadership to the
Texas Company long after Cullinan had severed tics with the company.
After a decade of consistent growth, the Texas Company experienced back-to-back years of economic reverses in 1911 and 1912.
Company income dropped from $6.4 million in 1910 to $2.2 million
in 1912. Although increased to $6.6 million in 1913, there were those,
particularly Arnold Schlaet, who began to question the management of
the company. Noted for his conservatism, Schlaet challenged Cullinan's
wishes to extend company operations during the two "off" years. He
also resented Cullinan's total dominance of the management of the
company. He thought the company too large and too complex to be
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run by a single individual, labelling Cullinan a dictator." The result
was a proxy fight which the Schlaet forces won. Cullinan resigned in
1913 as president of the company he had founded."
But he was not finished with the oil business. He purchased the
undivided one-half interest in a 1,394 acre tract near the Humble oil
field for $10,000 in May, 1914. The same month he organized the
Farmers Petroleum Company whose purpose was to be solely for
exploration and production."
The five test wells drilled on the site by Farmers proved highly
successful, especially the fifth one which was of gusher proportions,
yielding a flow rate of 20,000 barrels per day. The tract produced
more than 2 million barrels of crude from 1915 through 1916. The
company enjoyed prosperity and expanded its operations by constructing
a lease gathering system at Humble and completing a 15 mile pipeline
to an extensive tank farm in east Houston. In addition, property had
been purchased along the Houston ship channel for tidewater loading
facilities and a pipeline spur from the tank farm to the channel was
under construction. 84

Farmers Petroleum did so well that it became necessary to dissolve
the company because its capitalization and corporate powers were too
limited for further development and expansion. The result was two
companies: Republic Production Company, for exploration and production; and the American Petroleum Company, a pipeline and refining
company. Each had an authorized capital of $3 million."
Also involved in the dissolution of Farmers Petroleum was the
organization of American Republics Corporation, chartered under
Delaware law with an authorized capital of $10 million. American
Republics was a holding company whose function was to hold the stock
of subsidiary companies transferred, sold, or assigned to it. By the end
of 1916 American Republics acquired three other wholly owned subsidiaries: the Papoose Oil Company of Oklahoma; the Federal Petroleum
Company of Louisiana; and Cullinan's old Petroleum Iron Works of
Pennsylvania.'8
A significant development occurred on November 15, 1916, when
an agreement was reached between Republic Production Company and
the Houston Oil Company which gave Cullinan's company an undivided
one-half interest in 800.000 acres of East Texas timberland. The agree-

ment gave Republic Production exclusive rights to explore and develop
those lands for petroleum purposes. Because of a series of events,
Houston Oil was in reality a lumber and land company; its managers
were not oil men at all. 8'
When Cullinan left the Texas Company, he proposed a deal to
Houston Oil promising that his company would assume full financial
responsibilities for oil exploration in the timber land.
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In July, 1918, Cullinan's company drilled the discovery well in
what came to be known as the Hull Field in Liberty County. One 800
acre tract alone at Hull, the Dolbear Lease, produced more than 4.6
million barrels of crude from 1918 to 1923."
Further Republic Production efforts resulted in successful production in Hardin and Tyler counties-the Arriola, Spurger, and Silsbee
fields-in the 1920s. The Houston Oil timberlands produced the Joe's
Lake and East Village fields in Hardin County, two of the most
important discoveries in the Gulf Coast area of Texas after World
War II."
A similar arrangement was made with Frost Lumber interests of
Shreveport, Louisiana. While substantial oil production did not result,
large deposits of natural gas were found. Cullinan and Frost formed
the Union Power Company at Monroe, Louisiana, to manufacture
carbon black. They eventually sold this operation for $2.5 million to
Interstate Natural Gas of New Jersey, a subsidiary of Standard Oil."
In 1919 Cullinan acquired controlling interest in Galena Signal
Oil Company of Franklin, Pennsylvania. He soon organized a subsidiary of American Republics, Galena Signal Oil of Texas, to operate
a small refinery along the Houston ship channel. The Pennsylvania
company was eventually sold to Valvoline and the Houston-based
venture was sold to the Texas Company in 1928."
Overall, Cullinan seemed content with American Republics and
its subsidiaries. It was, after all, an oilman's enterprise concerned with
simply finding oil. It was dominated by local capital, and Cullinan's
leadership was unchallenged. He was not burdened with marketing
procedures and administration, neither of which he seemed to care for.
While most of his attention was devoted to American Republics,
he still controlled several Pennsylvania ventures, specifically Petroleum
Iron Works and its subsidiaries. He planned to consolidate the Pennsylvania business by eliminating its unprofitable operations.
In 1929 Cullinan turned over the presidency of American Republics to his son Craig. Joseph returned as president during the Depression

years when the company went into receivership. Craig resumed the
presidency in 1936 and remained in that capacity until his death in
1950. "
American Republics and its subsidiaries were liquidated and its
assets sold to Sinclair Oil Corporation in 1956 for $108 million."
Cullinan was active in civic and philanthropic endeavors. He had
predicted as early as 1905 that Houston would be the center of
petroleum in the Southwest. He moved his headquarters to that city
shortly thereafter. He served as president of the Houston Chamber of
Commerce from 1913 to 1919 during which time he was instrumental
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in securing federal funds for construction and maintenance of the
Houston ship channel."
To add further to the success of the ship channel, he built the
Houston North Side Belt railway, a short switching and service line
connecting the nortb shore of the channel with existing trunk line
facilities. Cullinan also served as an officer and director of the Intracoastal canal Association of Louisiana and Texas and of the National
Rivers and Harbors Congress."
His philanthropy included generous donations to the Houston An
Museum, the Houston Symphony Orchestra and the Houston Negro
Hospital, which he endowed in memory of his son, John Halm Cullinan,
who died in 1920.
Cullinan served as chairman of the Mount Rushmore National
Memorial committee from 1928 to 1933 and was Herben Hoover's
special advisor in the Food Administration during World War I."
In fact, it was during a trip to San Francisco in 1937 to visit former
President Hoover that Cullinan developed pneumonia and died at the
age of 77."
Cullinan had spent his entire life in the oil business. It was due
to his talents and vision that the first significant Texas oil field, the
Corsicana field, was developed. It was Cullinan who first provided that
community with the natural gas for heating and lighting. He built the
first oil refinery of commercial significance west of the Mississippi,
locating it in the southwest section of Corsicana.
J. S. Cullinan led the fight to get conservation laws passed by the
Texas Legislature to eliminate waste in the industry. His role was as
vital as anyone's in the development of the East Texas field.
The founder of the Texas Company (Texaco), Cullinan staned ten
companies to explore for, produce, refine and market Texas oil. He
personally recruited many of the men to Texas from the oil producing
areas of Ohio and Pennsylvania who would provide the necessary knowhow and leadership to develop properly the Texas petroleum industry.
From the numerous contributions which he made, J. S. Cullinan
might appropriately be called the "Father of the Texas Petroleum
Industry."
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THE COURT-MARTIAL OF
ARTHUR PENDLETON BAGBY, C.S.A.
by Marrin Hardwick Hall

When Confederate General Henry Hopkins Sibley commenced his
invasion of New Mexico in February, 1862, he left part of his Army
of New Mexico behind to hold and occupy the EI Paso-Mesilla area.
William Steele, colonel of the 7th Regiment Texas Mounted Volunteers,
commanded this occupation force of about 580 men which consisted
of five companies of his own regiment (C, D, E, G, & K) and three
other units.' Occupation duty proved at best tedious and boring. The
men of Steele's regiment found it particularly onerous for they came
primarily from green Central and East Texas and now found themselves
in what they considered a desolate, barren, alien land. To relieve the
tedium and monotony, it is no surprise that many, officers and men
alike, turned to the bottle for some degree of comfort and solace.
Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur Pendleton Bagby, Steele's second in command, did just that.

•

•

.'

On April 16, 1862 at the headquarters of the 7th Regiment at
a camp above Dona Ana, Arizona' [New Mexico]-as forelorn a place
as a Texan could imagine-Bagby was serving as officer of the day,
but allegedly he was so intoxicated that he could not properly perform
his duties. While in this condition he apparently without provocation
drew, or attempted to draw, his pistol on Captain Hiram Mack Burrows
of Company C.' Captain Burrows, a Methodist minister, naturally
deplored the use of spirits, let alone their overuse.' This aversion to
"sin" undoubtedly led him to prefer charges against his superior officer.'
Bagby apparently sobered up in a hurry, and rather than face the ordeal
of a court-martial, immediately submitted his resignation.'
Colonel William Steele, who, of course, had been apprized of the
matter, addressed a report on April 17, 1862 to Adjutant and Inspector
General Samuel Cooper in Richmond, Virginia, enclosing Bagby's
resignation' and a summary of the charges lodged against him. The
colonel concluded that he himself knew that the charge of drunkeness
on duty was true. He also reported that he had authorized Bagby to
proceed to his home in Gonzales, Texas, to await the action of President
Jefferson Davis concerning the resignation: Bagby lost little time in
catching the stagecoach to San Antonio and from there to Gonzales.
Captain Burrows and Lieutenant-Colonel Bagby might have belonged to the same regiment and were brother officers, but that was
where the similarities stopped. The family and personal backgrounds
of each were markedly different.
Martin Hardwick Hall is Professor of History, The University of Texas at
Arlington.
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Hiram Mack Burrows was born in Clintonville, Kentucky on May
8, 1821 to a family of modest means. At Clintonville on February 7,
1846, he received the right to preach in the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South. After preaching in various counties in Kentucky, Burrows studied
medicine in Louisville and was admitted to medical practice. On April
15, 1860 he married Elizabeth Jane Lewis in her father's home in
Mount Vernon, Kentucky. The following year Burrows and his wife
migrated to Texas, perhaps because two of his brothers had already
settled there and sent back favorable reports. Burrows was ordained
a deacon in December, 1853, and the Texas Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, licensed him to preach two years later.
He was assigned to the Austin Circuit, then to the Georgetown Mission.'
Burrow's only military experience came in 1860 while preaching at
Belton. He joined a relief party which raced to the aid of a local ranger
company engaged in fighting Indians." On October 7, 1861 Burrows
enrolled a company, "The Williamson Grays," in Georgetown, Williamson County. His unit was mustered into Confederate service for "the
war" in San Antonio as Company C, 7th Regiment Texas Mounted
Volunteers on October 24, 1861."
Arthur Pendleton Bagby came from an aristocratic Virginia family.
The son of Arthur Pendleton Bagby and Anne E. Connell, he was born
in Claiborne, Monroe County, Alabama on May 17, 1832. His father
was a prominent politician who had served in the Alabama legislature
intermittently from 1821 to 1836. In 1837 the elder Bagby was elected
governor, and he served until 1841. In that year the Alabama legislature
elected him to the United States Senate, and the elder Bagby took his
family with him to the nation's capitol. In Washington, D. C., young
Bagby saw and heard such great political figures of the day as John C.
Calhoun, Henry Clay, and Daniel Webster. In 1848 President James
K. Polk appointed the elder Bagby Minister to Russia, in which post
he served until the following year." Meanwhile, sixteen-year-old Bagby
received an "at large" appointment and entered th Unitd States Military
Academy on July I, 1848. He was graduated July I, 1852 (39 in a
class of 43) and commissioned Brevet Second Lieutenant in the 8th
Regiment United States Infantry. He served in garrison at Fort Columbus, New York from 1852 to 1853, and then saw frontier duty at Fort
Chadbourne, Texas in 1853. He resigned from the service September
30, 1853" and returned to Alabama to study law. Bagby was admitted
to the Alabama bar in 1855 and began his practice in Mobile where
his father resided. In 1858, apparently because of the death of his
father, Bagby moved to Gonzales, Texas to practice his profession."
On June 14, 1860 he married Miss Fannie Taylor." With the outbreak
of the war, General Henry Hopkins Sibley appointed him major of the
7th Regiment Texas Mounted Volunteers on October 12, 1861." With
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the death of Lieutenant-Colonel John Schuyler Sutton the day after
the battle of Valverde (February 21, 1862), Bagby was promoted to
Lieutenant-Colonel on April 4, 1862," just twelve days before the
incident with Captain Burrows.
After the disastrous New Mexico campaign, what was left of
Sibley's forces reached San Antonio where the General established his
temporary headquarters. The case of Lieutenant-Colonel Bagby was
not over. On August 18, 1862, Alexander M. Jackson, Sibley's
Assistant Adjutant General, informed Bagby that his letter of resignation, dated April 16, 1862, addressed to Adjutant General Cooper, and
the charges that had been forwarded with it, had been returned to
General Sibley with the follOWing endorsement:
"Adjt. & Insp. Genis. Office-Richmond July 7, 1862.
"Respectfully forwarded to the General commanding Department
of New Mexico--The resignation of Lt. Col. Bagby will not be
accepted, and the Secretary of War [George W. Randolph] directs
that a Court of Enquiry be convened in this case, according to
paragraph I, General Order 38, Current Series, herewith enclosed."
"By command of the Seery. of War."
(signed) "Jno. Withers, Asst. Adjt. Genl.""

c"

,

...

Arthur Pendleton Bagby, Wartime Photograph.
Courtesy The Library of Congress.
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Jackson wrote Bagby that General Sibley, in obedience to the
Secretary of War, had ordered that a court-martial be held, and that
he was enclosing the order convening it, an official copy of the charges,
and the general order of the War Department referred to in the endorsement. Jackson also informed Bagby that he could call any witnesses
he desired, and that he must appear for trial before the court at the
time and place specified in the general's order."
When an officer submitted his resignation, it was ordinarily considered a routine procedure and accepted. But Bagby's case was different. He came from an outstanding family, he was a graduate of the
United States Military Academy, and he had served in the regular army.
In short, the War Department undoubtedly considered him too valuable
to lose. Therefore, by refusing his resignation, the War Department
made it necessary for Bagby to go through the formality of a courtmartial so he could be returned to active duty.
Bagby's court of inquiry convened in Austin, Texas on Monday,
September 15, 1862 with Colonel Thomas "Tom" Green, 5th Regiment
Texas Mounted Volunteers, as president. The charges and specifications
against Bagby were:

•

•

Charge 1st-Drunkenness on duty.
Specification-In this, that he, Lieut. Col. A. P. Bagby, 7th
Regiment Texas Mounted Volunteers, being officer of the day, was
so much intoxicated as to be unable to perform his duties.
This at camp above Dona Ana, N. M.," on or about the 16th
day of April, 1862.
Charge 2nd-Conduct to the prejudice[sic] of good order
and discipline.
Specification-In this, that he, Lieut. Col. A. P. Bagby, 7th
Regiment Texas Mounted Volunteers, being intoxicated, did without sufficient cause, draw or attempt to draw a revolving pistol
on Capt. H. M. Burrows, of the same Regiment, while he, (Capt.
Burrows,) was in the discharge of the duties of his office.
This at camp above Dona Ana, on or about the 16th day of
April, 1862.
(Signed.) H. M. BURROWS
Capt. Com. Co. "c" 7th Rept. T. M. V."
To all these charges and specifications Bagby pleaded "Not
Guilty."
The Court after mature deliberation on the evidence adduced
... [found] Lieut. Col. A. P. Bagby, 7th Regt. Texas Mounted
Volunteers, had been drinking on the day specified, yet not to such
an extent as to disqualify him from the duties of officer of the day.
The Court, therefore decide[d] as follows:
1st specification-Not Guilty.
1st charge-Not Guilty.
On the specification and 2nd charge, Lieut. Col. A. P. Bagby,
was not tried by the Court, for want of jurisdiction."
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The results of Bagby's court-martial were published at Sibley's
headquarters in Marshall, Texas on October 23, 1862. In the printed
account," Sibley-quite a toper himself-approved the proceedings
except for the failure of the court to take cognizance of the 2nd specification and 2nd charge "for want of jurisdiction." This he considered
improper and admonished the court by stating that "If such charges
and specifications as these cannot be tried by a military tribunal, convened for the purpose of deciding upon all infringements of the rules
and articles of war, or good order and military discipline, Court Martials
have become a farce, and had better be discontinued." Nevertheless,
General Sibley ordered that the charges against the accused be dismissed
and that Bagby should rejoin his regiment for duty."
Captain Burrows must have been embittered by the outcome of
the court-martial, but there was nothing he could do about it. Military
justice had prevailed! Burrows remained a captain for the remainder
of his military career. He had suffered for some time from chronic
granular ophthalmia with frequent attacks of neuralgia of the head and
face, so far reasons of health, he resigned his commission on October
2, 1863 and returned to civilian life."
General Sibley was shortly relieved of his command by soon-to-be
General Thomas "Tom" Green and sent to Louisiana to serve under
General Richard Taylor. Following the retreat from Fort Bisland and
Franklin, Louisiana (April 12-14, 1863), Taylor charged Sihley with
disobedience of orders and conduct unbecoming an officer. At his
court-martial held in Shreveport, Louisiana on September 25, 1863,
Sibley pleaded "Not Guilty" to all charges and specifications. The
court, however, found all the charges and specifications "proven," but
because of extenuating circumstances, acquitted Sibley." The general's
career was ruined nevertheless. For the duration of the war Sibley
remained relegated to a minor role in the Trans-Mississippi theatre.

•

•

•
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In contrast to Burrows and Sibley, Bagby's star began to rise.
On November 15, 1862 he was promoted to colonel of the 7th Regiment
Texas Mounted Volunteers." This must have truly irritated Captain
Burrows of Company C. Bagby took part in the recapture of Galveston

on January 1, 1863, and was transferred to General Richard Taylor's
command in Louisiana. He received a wound at the battle of Fort
Bisland (April 12-14, 1863)." From Octoher 1, 1863 to April 26,
1864 he commanded what had been Sibley's Brigade." On March 17,
1864 he was promoted brigadier-general and led his brigade in the
Red River campaign, fighting at Mansfield, Louisiana (April 8, 1864)
and Pleasant Hill, Lcuisiana (April 9, 1864)." On January 9, 1865
General Simon Bolivar Buckner recommended Bagby, now commanding
four brigades of cavalry (two from Texas and two from Lcuisiana) for
promotion to major-general of cavalry. General E. Kirby Smith, com-
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mander of the Trans-Mississippi Department approved Bagby's promotion on January 13, 1865."

•

•

•

From the evidence, it appears that Bagby, indeed, had overimbibed at Dofta Ana. Undoubtedly he would have preferred to have
been with Sibley's main force so he could have engaged the enemy on
the battiefield as a true soldier should. Instead, during the New Mexico
campaign proper, he had been relegated to inactivity and boredom.
Burrows, of course, was a moralist by virtue of being a "man of the
cloth." But, in a sense, he had "sinned" against the unwritten army
code by bringing charges against a fellow officer, and for merely drinking at that. Surely his brother officers, including those who composed
the court-martial, therefore considered him somewhat of a "misfit."
Sibley, however, was the least justified in criticizing Bagby's action at
Dofta Ana. The general had iong been known for his excessive drinking,
a trait which severely affected his judgment, limited his potential, and
eventually brought about his ruin. Bagby was an intelligent, well
educated soldier, and a polished gentleman. As a result of his leadership
and martial qualities, he rose to the top while Burrows and Sibley fell
by the wayside. In short, if an officer possessed Bagby's innate warrior
characteristics, drinking on duty, or even getting drunk, was

DO

deterrent

in gaining promotion and recognition in the Confederate Army.

•

NOTi:S
IThe three companies were Company A, 2nd Regiment Texas Mounted
Rifles, Captain James Davis' Artillery, and "The Arizona Guards."

•

'On August I, 1861 Lieutenant Colone1 John Robert Baylor, 2nd Regiment
Texas Mounted Rifles, proclaimed the creation of the Confederate Territory of
Arizona which was to comprise approximately the southern halves of the presentday states of Arizona and New Mexico. Proclamation of John R. Baylorl August
1, 1861, The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of
the Union arul Confederate Armies, 128 vols. (Washington, 1880-1901), Series I,
IV, 20-21. Hereafter cited as 0, R, A. The Confederate government officially
confirmed Baylor's creation of Confederate Arizona on January 14, 1862. Journal
of the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 1861-1865. 7 vols. Sen.
Doc. 234, 58 Cong., 2 Sess., Seiials 4610-4616 (Washington, 1904-1905), 1, 691.

•

3General Orders, No. 63, Headquarters Sibley's Brigade, Marshall, Texas,
Oct. 23, 1862. Hereafter cited as General Orders, No. 63. Compiled Military
Service Record of Arthur P. Bagby, National Archives.
'Macus Phelan, A History of EarLy Methodism in Texas, 1817-1866 (Dallas,
1924), 378. Although a captain, Burrows did not neglect his religious calling.
A trooper stationed at Fort Lancaster, Texas noted the arrival of "The Williamson Grays" at that post on January 21, 1862: "Nothing interesting until night,
when we hear a splendid sermon; delivered by Rev Cap't Burres [sic] of Steele's
Reg't." W. W. Heartsill, Fourteen Hundred and 91 Days in the Confederate
Army (Marshall, Texas, 1876), 50.
sGeneral Orders, No. 63.
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IA. M. Jackson to A. P. Bagby, August 18, 1862, Sibley's "Letters Sent"
Book. Courtesy of Mrs, Varena L. Hatcher, Houston, Texas.
1Unfortunately, the National Archives was unable to locate Bagby's letter
of resignation.
I Steele noted that he was sending this material directly to Cooper because
of the difficulty of communication with General Sibley. Although Sibley was
now in northern New Mexico, Federals held Fort Craig between Steele and
Sibley's force. Steele to Genl. S. Cooper, April 17, 1862, Letters Sent by General
William Steele's Command, March, 1862 May, 1863, Chapter II, Volume 270,
National Archives.

•
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'Biographical data courtesy of Mrs. Vivian Taylor of De Kalb, Texas, Mrs.
Lucille Burrows Fouts Raborn of Nacogdoches, Texas, and Mrs. T. O. Beasley
of The Methodist Publishing House, Nashville, Tennessee. Mrs. Taylor and Mrs.
Raborn are granddaughters of Captain Burrows.
lOGeorge W. Tyler, The History of Bell County, copyright 1936 by Mrs.
George Tyler; new ed., Dayton Kelley (Belton, 1966), 191.

•
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lICompiled Military Service Record of Hiram M. Burrows, National
Archives.

..

"Thomas McAdory Owen, History of Alabama and Dictionary of Alabama
Biography (Chicago, 1921), 71; Walter P. Webb (ed.), Handbook of Texas. 2 vols.
(Austin, 1952), I, 94.

....

13Academic Record of Arthur Pendleton Bagby, Class of 1852, extracted
from Official Register of the Officers and Cadets, USMA, 1849-1852; extract from
the 1924 Annual Report of the Association of Graduates, USMA, 58. Courtesy
of the United States Military Academy, West Point, New York.
uWebb (ed.), Handbook of Texas, I, 94; 1924 Annual Report Of the Associatton of Graduates, USMA, 58; Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 1774-1949 (Washington, 1950), 802.

..
~-.

..,j

lSMarriage Certificate of Arthur P. Bagby and Fannie Taylor. Copy courtesy
of B. 1. Fullilove, Clerk of the County of Gonzales.
uA. M. Jackson to A. P. Bagby, October 12, 1861, Sibley's "Letters Sent"
book. Courtesy of Mrs. Varena L. Hatcher, Houston, Texas.
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"Theo. Noel, A Campaign From Santa Fe to the Mississippi; Being a History of the Old Sibley Brigade From Its First Organizatlon to the Present Time;
Its Campaigns in New MeXico, Arizona, Texas, Louisiana and Arkansas, in the

Years oj 1861-2-3-4. (Shreveport, 1865), 123-124, 130.
"A. M. Jackson to A. P. Bagby, August 18, 1862, Sibley's "Letters Sent"
book. Courtesy of Mrs. Varena L. Hatcher, Houston, Texas.
IOJackson to Bagby, August 13, 1862.
3vIt is strange that this official document refers to Dona Ana as being in
New Mexico. As stated in footnote #2, the Confederacy had created the Territory of Arizona and although at this time it was occupied by Union forces, it
was still recognized by the Confederate government as Arizona. Dona Ana was
well within the boundaries of Confederate Arizona.
uOeneral Orders, No. 63.
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uOeneral Orders, No. 63.
aUnfortunately, the National Archives was unable to locate the manuscript
proceedings of the court martial of Lieutenant Colonel Arthur P. Bagby.
.iiGeneral Orders, No. 63.
..

uCompiled Military Service Record of Hiram M. Burrows, National
Archives.
UThomas Green was promoted to brigadier general on May 23, 1863.
Compiled Cilitary Service Record of Thomas Green, National Archives.

"0. R. A., Series I, XV, 1093-1095.
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2ICompiled Cilitary Service Record of Arthur P. Bagby, National Archives.
ZlMark Mayo Boatner III, The Civil War Dictionary (New York, 1959), 38.

SONoel, A Campaign From Santa Fe to the Mississippi, 147.
IlBoatner, The Civil War Dictionary, 38.

12Compiled Military Service Record of Arthur P. Bagby, National Archives.
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EAST TEXAS COLLOQUY
Springtime means a visit to some part of our region for a gathering
of our members. This year the meeting was hosted by Lamar University's Department of History and other agencies in Orange. We checked
in the Orange House, but mostly stayed at the magnificent Brown
Center for the majority of the sessions and meetings. An exception to
this was a tour of the First Presbyterian Church conducted by Mrs.
R. B. Johnson and then later a reception at Mr. and Mrs. Johnson's
restored home, Les Vitreaux.
All Saturday morning sessions convened at the Brown Center. Mrs.
E. H. Lasseter chaired a session on East Texas in the Civil War, and
papers were presented by Robert Wooster (University of Texas at
Austin) on "The War Front" and Ralph A. Wooster (Lam~ University)
read a paper on "The Home Front." Robert Maxwell (Stephen F.
Austin State University) chaired a session on the Development and
Control of Water Resources,! with papers entitled "History of the Salt
Water Barrier on the Neches River" and "Opposition to the Trinity
River Project" (Corps of Engineers) read by Paul C. Wilson and J. B.
Smallwood, Jr., (North Texas State University). And Law and Law
Enforcement in the Republic of Texas was chaired by Max Lale of
Marshall. This session featured papers by Terrell W. Connor (Palestine) on "The Judicial County of Paschal, 1841-1842," and by Joe E.
Ericson (Stephen F. Austin State University) on "Frontier Justice: The
Trial of Infamous Crimes in the Republic of Texas."
Following a coffee break, Robert Janak chaired and commented
on the Czechs in Texas, and Marjorie Williams (La Grange) spoke on
"Czech Cooking in Texas" and served samples of her work. Meanwhile,
another session featured Texas Baptists in the Twentieth Century with
papers by John W. Storey (Lamar University) on "Preachers, Politics,
and Prohibition," and by Gwin Morris (East Texas . Baptist College)
on "J. Frank Norris and Fundamentalism in Texas." Finally, Patricia
Kell (Baytown) presented Norma Provost (Port Arthur), who read a
paper on "Allan Shivers in the Gubernatorial Campaign of 1954," and
Richard Bailey (San Jacinto College), who read a paper on "Morris
Sheppard."
President Marion Holt presided at the Luncheon in the Solarium
of the Brown Center. Program Chairman Paul Isaac (Lamar University) introduced Sara E. Boehme, Curator of Collections at the Stark
Museum of Art, who discussed the museum's exhibits and holdings.
Following the luncheon seveml members visited the museum, while
others toured the restored Stark Home nearby.

•

..
•

•

•

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

'.
•
•
•

,

•

69

CONGRATULATIONS .... to the Smith County Historical
Society. This year is the twentieth anniversary of their publication,
Chronicles of Smith County, which is one of the superior publications
in Texas. Associate chairmen of the Publications Committee for this
year are Mary K. Haynes and Lucille Mardock. Both worked with
James Wilkins, whose name is virtually synonymous with the Chronicles.

A copy of the latest edition of A History of Hill County is available
to contributors to the Hill County Museum Fund. Write to Mrs. Walton
T. Smith (Hill County Historical Commission, P. O. Box 72, Brandon,
Texas 76628), with your contribution in the amount of $17.50 to
receive a copy in appreciation for your tax deductable gift. The book
contains oVer 500 pages, is hard-bound, and contains pictures, biographical sketches, and information about the communities, archeology,

topography, businesses and other notable aspects of Hill County.

The Newton County Historical Commission announces the publication of A Journal of the Coincidences and Acts of Thomas S. McFarland, Beginning with the First Day of January, 1837. It is a detailed
record of McFarland's activities, thoughts, and life in the area along
the Sabine River in the days of the Republic. Copies may be ordered
from the Newton County Historical Commission, Box 56, Burkeville,
Texas 75932.

•
•

•
•
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The filmstrips on Texas history prepared several years ago by
geographer William T. Chambers and used by scores of teachers in
the state are being reissued with cassette records. The scripts were
prepared by Dr. James L. Nichols of Stephen F. Austin State University.
For information on prices or related matters, write Associated Educators, 609 Lakeside Drive, Irving, Texas 75062.

The Fall meeting of the East Texas Historical Association will be
held on Friday and Saturday, September 25 and 26 in Nacogdoches.
This will be an important meeting. President Marion Holt has appointed
James V. Reese, Frank Smyrl, and Milton Nance to a committee to
consider and recommend revisions of the Association's constitution.

\

Program Chairman for the Fall meeting is Irvin May of Texas A&M
University.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Historic Preservation in Small Towns: A Manual of Practice.
By Arthur P. Ziegler and Walter C. Kidney. (American Association for State and Local History, 1400 Eighth Avenue South,
Nashville, Tennessee 37203), 1980. Appendix, Index,
Bibliography. p. 146. $8.95.
Historic Preservation in Small Towns: A Manual of Practice
by Arthur P. Ziegler, Jr. and Walter C. Kidney is a useful, yet disappointing volume. Written as a companion to Ziegler's Historic Preservation for Inner City Areas, the work combines a discussion of preservation methodology with caSe studies of preservation activity in cities
of under 50,000 in population and in rural areas. According to the
authors, this is a "how-to sourcebook" or a "how-some-have-done-it
sourcebook" and as such, is of some value for the beginner in historic
preservation.

•

•
•

•

Most useful are the discussions of strategies to be used by preservationists, some of the case studies and the appendicies and bibliography
which list national preservation agencies, addresses of state preservation
officers and useful works on historic preservation. Also of value is the
discussion of the financial and economic aspects of preservation. Too
often, beginners in the field attempt to save a building and fail before
they begin by neglecting economic factors.
Three of the six case studies, written by preservationists in Hudson,
Ohio, Galveston, Texas and Murfreesboro, Tennessee, are thoughtful
accounts of the activities, both successes and failures, of groups within
these communities. Of particular interest is the sense of awareness which
these preservation officials show in terms of the place of preservation
in the entire community. The other three, written by Walter C. Kidney,
are brief accounts of preservation in a series of New England villages
and welJ have been replaced by one more substantial account of
preservation activities in a rural setting, such as The Green Spring of
Virginia.
In a sense, the case studies are indicative of the book's liabilities.
Although designed to deal with smalJ cities, villages and rural areas,
the case studies either describe activities in cities which are at the upper
limit of the population criteria (Galveston is larger than 50,000), or
refer to small communities which are little more than suburbs of large
cities. The reader is forced to ask whether or not historic preservation
is viable in small towns if the authors of a book on the subject fail to
cite any examples among the case studies. Yet communities referred
to in the photographs and the captions, which rarely are related to the
text, are examples of this activity and the book would have been
improved had more explicit use of that experience been included.
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The authors also fail to deal with the emotional problems associated with historic preservation. Charges of "elitism" plague the
preservation movement, as does the image of "newcomer versus native."

The authors owe the reader, particularly one who is just getting involved
in historic preservation, more than the suggestion that local critics be
co-opted into preservation by persuading them that they too may be a
part of the "elite." The only intimations of the substance of and solutions to the problem are to be found in the case studies describing
Galveston, Texas by Peter Brink, Hudson, Ohio by Patricia Eldridge
and Murfreesboro, Tennessee by James Huhta.
Finally, the authors do not provide standards other than age for
determining if a structure should be preserved. One gathers that, in
the minds of the authors, the earlier a structure, the better it is. Clearly,
buildings of the mid-twentieth century are, in heir minds, not worth
preserving. The authors should recall that, for many communities,
factors such as age and personal taste are not sufficient standards for
an effective preservation program. The former may not be relevant
and the latter is uncertain. Use and historical association are also
important and should be discussed.
In these ways, the book is of limited value. The new preservationist
may find some helpful guides and thoughts, but will soon outgrow the
book when faced with the day-to-day realities of preservation, and the
more experienced preservationist has no need for the volume.
Patrick H. Butler III
Galveston, Texas

•

,
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New Spain's Far Northern Frontier. Edited by David J. Weber.
(University of New Mexico Press, University of New Mexico,
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87100), 1979. Notes, Index,
lllustrations. p. 321. $9.95.
New Spain's Far Northern Frontier is a collection of eighteen
essays on Spain in the American West from their first explorations in
the New World to their loss of their Western hemisphere holding.
The essays within this work are: "The Significance of the Spanish

Borderlands to the United States," Donald E. Worcester; "The Search
for the Fabulous in the Settlement of the Southwest," George P. Hammond; "Spanish Scientific Exploration Along the Pacific Coast," Donald
C. Cutter; "The Mission as a Frontier Institution in the Spanish American Colonies," Herbert Bolton; "The Presidio: Fortress or Farce?"
Oddie B. Faulk; "The Ranching Frontier: Spanish Institutional Backgrounds of Plains Cattle Industry," Sandra L. Nyres; "Settlement
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Patterns and Village Plans in Colonial New Mexico," Marc Simmons;
"California's Hispanic Heritage: A View Point into the Spanish Myth,"
Manuel Servin; "Comparative Demographic Analysis of Texas, 17771793," Alicia Tjarks; "The California Frontier," C. Allan Hutchinson;
"The Frontiers of Hispanic America," Silois zavala; "The North of
New Spain as a Political Problem in the Eighteenth Century," Luis
Garcia; "Spanish Indian Policy in Northern New Mexico, 1765-1810,"
Joseph F. Park; "Shifting for Survival in the Spanish Southwest," Albert
H. Schroeder; "Indians and the Breakdown of the Spanish Mission
System in California," George H. Phillip; "The Flowering and Decline
of the Mexican Santero, 1789-1900," William Wroth; "Spaniards,
Environment, and the Pepsi Generation," John L. Kessell; and "Scarce
More than Apes: Historical Roots of Anglo-American Stereotypes of
Mexicans," David J. Webster.
All these essays describe the Spanish-Mexican impact on the
culture of the Southwest. Two of the articles deserve special attention.
The first, "The Significance of the Spanish Borderlands of the United
States," by Donald E. Worcester, asserts that the Spaniards influenced
the laws that are still in effect today in the Southwest, especially those
laws that govern marriages, communal property, and water rights. And,
"California's Hispanic Heritage: A View Point of the Spanish Myth,"
by Manuel Servin, calls for a reexamination of the mestizos in the
history of the Borderlands.

.'
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•
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Billy Lindley
Kilgore
Mexican Folktales from the Borderland. By Riley Aiken. (Southern
Methodist University, Dallas, Texas 75275), 1980. p. 159. $10.00.

Riley Aiken began collecting folktales in 1929. Consequently, in
search of interesting materials he traveled through the Mexican states
of Chihuahua, Coahuila, Nuevo Leon, and Tamaulipas. Aiken also
journeyed through the chaparral of Cameron, Maverick, and Presidio
counties along the Rio Grande. The compilation of such pursuits Aiken
contributed to the Texas Folklore Society which, in turn, published his
stories from 1935 until 1964. Not surprisingly, some of Aiken's contributions appeared in J. Frank Dobie's Puro Mexicano.
In his encounter with Mexican folktales, Aiken discovered that
many stories had Old World origins that underwent alteration to fit the
New World cultural landscape of colonial New Spain. He perceived
that the art of narrating tales stemmed from the experiences of ordinary
people. Often a mere fragment of a traumatic episode, modified and
embellished, resulted in an orderly recitation replete with dialogue,
drama, and resolution. Most stories emerged in the form of legends,
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myths, or tales, all of which required an uncluttered, forward-moving
methodology of re-telling for preservation and traosmission. Aiken's
cuentos are tied together by unifying themes of adventure, bewilderment, humor, and irony.
With acute sensitivity and respect for the Hispano-Indio heritage
of the Mexican people, Riley Aiken reconstructed his collection of
cuentos in English, carefully choosing the appropriate words to convey
the essence of an idea, retaining Spanish as a vehicle for terms that
defied translation. Mexican Folktales from the Borderlands is an entertaining, informative, and instructional volume that permits the reader
to appreciate the pathos and humor of the Spanish-dominant regional
culture.
Felix D. Almaraz, Jr.
The University of Texas at San Antonio
Comparative Frontiers: A Proposal for Studying the American West.
By Jerome O. Steffen. (University of Oklahoma Press, 1005 Asp
Avenue, Norman, Oklahoma 73069), 1980.
Index, Bibliography, Notes. p. 139. $10.95.

Periodically, historians call on their fellows in a certain research
field to be more sophisticated and less provincial, and to become more
familiar with the work of scholars in other disciplines. Jerome O.
Steffen is issuing such a call to historians who study the frontier
experience in the United States. Steffen is properly concerned. Some
historians have given the impression that they thought "frontier history"
was little more than tales of eccentric mountain men, melodramatic
gunfights, and colorful cowboys.

>

Steffen not only emphasizes the need for frontier historians to read
ethnological studies of American Indian tribes, but also challenges them
to ponder the broader studies of geographers, sociologists, and anthropologists. Furthermore, Steffen calls for historians of the frontier to
make more comparisons between American frontiers, arguing that they
should use more sophisticated methods and terminology. He suggests
(pp. x-xi) that change on a frontier should be judged as either "fundamental"-replacing old concepts and thus leading to striking changes
in traditional practices, or HmodaP'-outward changes of a practice

"whose conceptual foundation remained essentially the same." Moreover, Steffcn points out that the amount of contact between a frontier
and its base (or "parent culture") affects the type of change. An
"insular" frontier having infrequent contacts ("links") with its base, is
likely to be more affected by environment, and will thus experience
more fundamental changes than one having more contacts with the
parent culture. The more links a frontier has with its base, the more
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"cosmopolitan" it will be (pp. xi-xii). Steffen picks four frontiers (furtrading; ranching; mining; and Cis-Mississippi farming), and judges how
insular or cosmopolitan each example was. He reaches interesting conclusions which make worthwhile reading and includes an excellent
bibliography. Unfortunately, the author's frequent use of the passive
voice will put off some readers. But frontier historians will benefit from
reading Steffen's proposals is Comparative Frontiers.

•

Joseph G. Dawson III
Texas A&M University at Galveston

A Weekend in September. By John Edward Weems. (Texas A&M
University Press, Drawer C, College Station, Texas 77843), 1980.
Photographs, Index, Acknowledgements, p. 180. $10,95.

•

A highly interesting and completely factual book, though it reads
like a novel, A Weekend In September is the best account ever turned
out on Galveston's great disaster, the 1900 storm.
Originally published in 1957. the book has been re-issued by the
Texas A&M University Press. As a contribution to intelligence about
the 1900 Storm the book seems more valuable and interesting today
than when it was originally published. The opportunity ever to assemble
another first-person account of the events of that week-end in Galveston
is forever gone. Galveston does have, perhaps, a half dozen people still
living today who can recall the storm, but they were so young at tbe
time tbat tbey can remember only bits and pieces of tbe wbole story.
By interviewing seventy-one people, wbom he lists by name in tbe
back of his book, Mr. Weems is able to present tbe full dramatic and
factual details, including in 1957 about a dozen eye-witnesses who were
adults in 1900, and the results as set down by the autbor make for
exciting reading, without any embellisbment.
Bob Dalehite, Galveston bistorian, proprietor of the San Luis
Press, and bimself an authority on the 1900 storm, in 1975 reprinted
"The Story of the Galveston Disaster," an article written by Walter B.
Stevens for tbe December, 1900, issue of Munsey's Magazine. At tbe
end of tbe reprint Dalebite presents bis bibliograpby of the best books
and articles whicb bave appeared on tbe Galveston disaster.
Of Mr. Weems' A Weekend In September, Dalebite says: "Tbe
most accurate and interesting of any on tbis list. Mr. Weems' timing
was perfect. as he was able to interview Galvestonians who were adults
in 1900, many of wbom were directly involved in the reorganization of
the city after the storm,"
Again, we commend Mr. Weems for his fine contribution to the
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drama and facts about the great Galveston disaster, which forever
changed the course of the city'S history, and we recommend that every
person interested in history have a copy of it on his bookshelves.
Robert A. Nesbitt
Galveston, Texas
The Power Vested. By Harry Krenek. (Presidial Press, P. O. Box 5248,
Austin, Texas 78763), 1980. Index. p. 181.
$12.75 plus 75. postage.

During the years 1919-32, the Texas National Guard functioned,
on occasion, as a state police force. The Power Vested studies the
National Guard where local law enforcement proved insufficient or
corrupt.
The Galveston dock strike of 1920 and the 1922 Denison railroad
strike where the Guard was called in had the effect of breaking those
strikes. In both cases most local authorities were not in favor of using
troops. In Denison the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad brought successful federal pressure to bear on state authorities, and troops were
dispatched.
Martial law was established in Mexia in 1922 and Borger in 1929
because of an oil boom. Local law enforcement had been suborned
and gamblers, prostitutes, and cheap booze overwhelmed ordinary
citizens, causing the Governor to order in the Guard. Two other incidents---{)ne at Sherman, one at Longview-involved racial incidents
too big for either town's constabulary.
The discovery of the East Texas oilfield in 1930 sparked a series
of events involving lawlessness, "hot oil," and the need for prorationing.
The Guard was least effective under these conditions, largely because
of the political and legal problems engendered by the East Texas
bonanza.
Governor Ross Sterling probably lost his bid for reelection in
1932 because of his Humble Oil and Refining Company connections
which made it appear that he was personally involved along with General Jacob Wolters-Commander of the Texas National Guard-who
was general counsel for Texaco.
After 1932 the function of the Guard became more traditional;
Le., involvement in natural disasters, while the state police were reor~
ganized and mOdernized. Municipal police forces were also upgraded.
In this volume Harry Krenek has written a good solid account of
the use of volunteer soldiery as constabulary in Texas after World War
I on through the great East Texas oil field boom.
Robert L. Wagner
Austin, Texas
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Talking with Texas Writers; Twelve Interviews. By Patrick Bennett.
(Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C, College Station, Texas
77843). 1980. Index. p. 306. $17.50 cloth; $9.95 paper.
In this work Patrick Bennell has compiled a collection of interviews with twelve of the most respected writers of Texas. He defines
a Texas writer as ", .. one who has spent his formative years in Texas,
regardless of where he lives now, or one who has moved to Texas and
become a resident." (p. 6) Writers who meet these qualifications
include Larry McMurty, A. C. Greene, John Graves, Max Apple,
Shelby Hearon, Leon Hale, Preston Jones, Elmer Kelton, Frances
Mossiker, William Goyen, Larry L. King, and Tom Lea. The authors
selected for this volume range from poets and playwrights to newspapermen and novelists. Bennell discusses the reasons for selecting
each of these writers in his introduction. In addition, he includes a
photograph and a short biographical sketch of each author before the
corresponding selection. Bennell also presents a list of the works of
these writers at the end of the book.

••
<

<
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Because Bennett used a tape recorder rather than longhand notes
for his interviews, "Talking with Texas Writers abounds with quotations.
The interviewer also allempts to retain the individual flavor of each
writer's speech pallerns in the accounts of these conversations, putting
down the general purpose of the message rather than the literal record.
As a result, Bennell wrote this selection in a dialogue format which
makes the reading enjoyable and entertaining.
The issues discussed in these dialogues vary according to the
subjects of the author's works. Several themes, however, remain con·
stant in the book; for example, Bennell questioned the writers about
their working habits, their favorite works, and their suggestions for
young writers. The responses to these queries are of interest to readers
who are considering a career in writing. Reading T,alking with Texas
Writers is a must for any student interested in studying Texas literature
or in writing it.
Karen Guenther
Houston, Texas
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Southern Writers A Biographical Dictionary. Edited by Robert Bain,
Joseph M. Flora, and Louis D. Rubin, Jr. (Louisiana State University Press, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803), 1979. Dedicatory
essay, preface, and alphabetized biographical entries. 515 pp.
$30.00.

•

•

Southern Writers draws into a single publication brief biographical
studies of 379 Southern American writers. It includes practitioners of
nearly every literary form: criticism (Cleanth Brooks), drama (Paul
Green), folklore (J. Frank Dobie), history (Alex Haley), humor (Irvin
S. Cobb), journalism (Hodding Carter), novel (John Barth), poetry
(James Dickey), and short story (William Goyen). Major writers naturally command significant attention: Clemens (Twain), Faulkner, Glasgow, Jefferson, Kennedy, Lanier, O'Connor, Poe, Ransom, Simms,
Welty, Tennessee Williams, and Wolfe. But minor and even less wellknown figures are represented. In fact, each entry, prepared by one
of 172 different scholars contributing to the publication, ranges from
300 to 1,000 words, depending in part upon the prominence of the
subject.
Edited by three accomplished scholars, the dictionary is the twentythird volume in the continuing Southern Literary Studies series. Louis
D. Rubin, Jr., co-editor of Southern Writers, also serves as general
editor for the series. The present volume is dedicated to the noted
researcher, teacher, and writer, Lewis G. Leary, author of That Rascal
Freneau and many other books.
In their preface to Southern Writers, the editors acknowledge that
they experienced the same problem of inclusiveness associated with all
such reference publications. The problem, they say, was especially
acute with contemporary writers: "There was no possible way to include
all or even most of the currently active" authors "and still have room
for writers no longer living." The editors, as indeed most others have
done, solved the problem by exerCising a good deal of subjectivity. If
"the reader wishes to know why writer X is included, when writer Y
is not," they explain, "we can only declare that it is hecause we believed"
that "X helonged and Y did not."
The historian and literary scholar, I believe, will agree that the
editors exercised good judgment. Further, they likely will agree that
what is written about those authors is generally sound. Southern Writers

adds a valuable new reference tool to the list that includes James D.
Hart's Oxford Companion to American Literature and other notable
biographical dictionaries. For the researcher and teacher in need of a
brief introduction to a Southern writer and his works, it will come in
very handy.
Edwin W. Gaston, Jr.
Stephen F. Austin State University
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Dueling in the Old South: Vignettes of Social History. By Jack K. Williams. (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C, Col1ege Station,
Texas 77843), 1980. Bibliographic Notes. p. 109. $9.95.
An important element in antebel1um southern life and culture was
the "code dueHo" which became an accepted social institution, especial1y
among the South's gentry. Wel1-placed southerners, including congressmen, governors, newspaper editors, and planters admitted, without
compunction, to participation in such contests. Because the duel was
considered a matter of class and caste, a facet of southern gentility and
a badge of southern chivalry, the institution thrived throughout the
antebel1um period and declined only after the Civil War disintegrated
the overly romanticized "moonlight and magnolia" society of the South.
In this brief monograph, Williams examines the formalized structure of the duel. John Lyde Wilson, one-time governor of South Carolina, wrote the standard text on dueling in 1838. His Code of Honor;
or, Rules for the Government of Principals and Seconds in Duelling
(reprimed in this volume) contained the proper rules and procedures
to be adhered to concerning the duel. While devoting attention to the
details of the duel, Wilson also offered advice concerning grounds for
the chal1enge, how a duel might be avoided, procedures of issuing and
replying to the chal1enge, and regulations for the conduct of seconds.
Williams illustrates his discussion of Wilson's formal rules with instances
drawn from specific duels fought in the South. Other contemporary
works on dueling procedures are also analyzed.
Although dueling was widely accepted as a social institution, it was
not without its critics, especially editors and ministers. At times, even
state legislatures, seeking to curb its influence, condemned the practice
as a crime. Even though Williams describes the critics' arguments and
traces the development of antidueling societies, he maintains that little
progress was made in curtailing its practice until more stringent jUdicial
attitudes developed.
Since dueling has long been an intriguing subject to historical
writers, Williams' major contribution lies as a synthesizer. However

the brevity of the volume (eighty-three pages of textual materials) contributes little to what is not already available in extant secondary sources.
His treatment of individual duels in illustrating techniques or rules of
the "code duello" often leaves the reader puzzled as to the cause or
outcome of the mentioned fray. Nevertheless, this abbreviated monograph affords the casual reader a pleasant evening's diversion, but the
historians' quest to unravel the mystique of the Old South continues.
Marshall Scott Legan
Northeast Louisiana University
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Correspondence of lames K. Polk. Edited by Wayne Cutler. (Vanderbilt University Press, 2505 ~est End Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee
37203), 1980. Index. p. 836. $20.00.

•
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Reading the correspondence of James K. Polk provides a real sense
of the issues, conditions, and lifestyles of that era. This reviewer was
struck most by the passion for politics displayed by Polk and his correspondents. Personal tragedy is evident, too. The letters to Polk from
his brother, Samuel, are especially poignant as they chronicle his losing
battle with tuberculosis. In both Samuel's letters and those of others
about his ever deteriorating condition, we sense the helplessness of the
doctors and the state of medicine in that era to combat diseases that
today are virtually non-existent.
The material included by the editors is heavily laden with political
concerns that reflect the rise of the Whig party as a major threat to the
Democrats. Partisanship was far more vitriolic than today. Andrew
Jackson in congratulating Polk on his election as governor in 1839
comments that "it will be at least a century before she [Tennessee]
will permit herself to be duped into her later false position by such
jesuitical hypocrites and apostates as Bell White & Co." Much can be
gleaned about the workings of the Democratic party in Tennessee and
its relationship to national politics.
From the letters to Polk it becomes evident that he is already
established as a person of national stature with a bright political future.
This remained true even after his defeat in 1841 when he tried for a
second term as governor.
Like its predecessors, Volume 5 has been carefully edited and the
explanatory notes are most useful to the reader. For those seeking
insights and understanding of the politics and economic issues of the
1840s and more specific information on Tennessee in this time period,
I highly recommend the book.
William L. Taylor
Plymouth State College

Nomad: George A. Custer in Turf, Field, and Farm. Edited by Brian
W. Dippie. (University of Texas Press, Box 7819, Austin, Texas
78712), 1980. Notes, Index, Illustration. p. 174. $22.50.
This book is based on the fifteen letters that George A. Custer
contributed to a New York based sportsman's journal, the Turf, Field
and Farm, between 1867 and 1875. These letters were written with
the pseudonym of Nomad. Editor Dippie compiled the letters in
chronological order according to their date of publication. The letters
are divided into four categories. To make the letters meaningful, Dippie
gives necessary background information at the beginning of each chapter.
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The letters then appear as they did originally in the journal except for
the references to Dippie's extensive notes.
The first chapter, entitled "Kansas 1867: 'This life is new to most
of us'," contains five letters. The first two tell of buffalo hunts and the
last three describe the Indian expedition which Custer accompanied
earlier that year. These three letters are perhaps the most historically
important because "they anticipate several chapters of Custer's book
My Life on the Plains. (p. XIV) Dippie points the discrepancies between the two versions in his detailed notes. These cast serious doubts
on the credibility of My Life on the Plains, which often has been uncritically accepted by many. The second chapter, "Kansas 1869-1870:
'the plains were dear to us' ", vividly describes the buffalo hunts. The
third chapter, "Kentucky, 1871-1873: "... nothing but horse, horse,
horse''', has five letters which exemplify Custer's interests after his
transfer to Kentucky. Chapter four contains two letters which express
Custer's joy at being transferred to the Dakota Territory on a mission
to control the Sioux. Unfortunately he met his death at the Indian's
hands on June 25, 1876.
Dippie tries to humanize Custer and to shed insight on the character
of cavalrymen's activities. By using Custer's writings and adding notes,
Dippie demonstrates interests of these men and the exaggeration of
George (ambitious) Custer's tales.
Michael Nesbit
Seagoville, Texas

..
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Kingdom Come! Kingdom Go! By M. Jourdan Atkinson and Eugene
V. Giles. (Eakin Publications, P. O. Box 178, Burnet, Texas
78611), 1980. Index, Photographs. p. 261. $11.95.
Kingdom Come! Kingdom Go.. was born from the memoirs of
Eugene Victor Giles, farmer, merchant, and state legislator from Walnut
Grove, Texas. Upon his death in Austin in 1974 at the age of 94,
Eugene V. Giles left his notes and papers to his cousin, M. Jourdan
Atkinson, who used them as source material for Kingdom Come! Kingdam Go/ The· intention of the authors is to portray the "extension of

a family"-that of Frederic and Harriet Jourdan-and to depict "the
rise and fall of a cotton kingdom in central Texas." The book is a
memorial to the authors' grandparents, Frederic and Harriet Jourdan.
The book is divided into four parts with two interludes, a postlude,
appendices, and geneological tables. Part one documents the lives of
various members of the Jourdan family to the deaths of Frederic and
Harriet Jourdan. Parts two, three, and four trace the movements of
Frederic's and Harriet's numerous descendants. Drawings of the southwest by Jennifer Bird and short poems by the author, M. Jourdan
Atkinson, are included between each chapter.
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The geneological details and journalistic style in which the book
is written lead the reader in a merry chase through fact and fancy. None
of the chapters follows a standard format, but cach appears in the
"order of a series of paintings," skipping from "one vignette to another."
The book does not include a bibliography, but documentation may be
found in the footnotes. The title of the book, which suggests the authors'
promise of a portrait of the rise and fall of a central Texas cotton kingdom, is misleading. The subject of cotton is barely mentioned. The
book itself is generally tedious and confusing reading, and of little
interest to any outside the Jourdan family.
Peggy L. Lofton
Victoria, Texas
Nursing in Texas: A Pictorial History. By Eleanor McElheny Crowder.
(Texas Nursing Association, Box 9802, Drawer 589, Austin, Texas
78766), 1980. Photographs, References. p. 184. $14.95.
Nursing in Texas: A Pictorial History presents a broad collection
of photographs which show the varied ways in which nurses have
functioned in Texas from J 890 to 1976. The book marks the history of
the growth and development of nursing in Texas starting with the initial
program, lohn Sealy Hospital, which opened in 1890. Pictures of the
1895 nursing class introduce the beginning of the history. Progression
through each decade provide information regarding the change in
clothes, the change in the environment, the onset of a scientific basis
for nursing practice, and the changes in societal status that nursing was
beginning to enjoy.

.
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As war changed many faccts of American life, it is important to
notice the impact that military events and military education had upon
the change of nursing in Texas throughout the history. As technologies
of war produced different types of patients needing care, it also required
new methods of meeting health care needs. The Red Cross ships of
the Spanish-American War and the jungle homes and training of flight
nurses were cited as examples of the impact of war on nursing.
The pictures for the decades of 1950 through 1970 illustrate
nursing's growth in knowledge and skills from wartime experiences.
Based on these experiences, nurses were routinely involved i:rf' working
with disasters, using modern technology and emergency flight and transportation to aid the injured. The book ends at the time of the nation's
Bicentennial but Dr. Crowder's expectations include new horizons for
the nursing profession.
The book, Nursing in Texas: A Pictorial History, is the product
of historical displays which were stimulated by the 1976 Bicentennial.
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Dr. Crowder was appointed chairman of the Bicentennial Committee
of the Texas Nurses' Association and historical displays, costumes and

photographs were collected to place at the 1976 convention in San
Antonio. Dr. Crowder has been deeply interested in historical documentaries related to the delivery of health care, with a special interest
in nursing. It was her goal to provide a history of nursing which would
provide stimulation for nurses and shatter the stereotypes that laypersons may have about nursing.

•

Beverlyanne Robinson, R.N., Ph.D.
Director, Division of Nursing
Stephen F. Austin State University

The Presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower, by Elmo Richardson. (The
Regents Press of Kansas, 366 Watson Library, Lawrence, Kansas
66045, 1979. Notes, Bibliography, Index. p. 218. $12.00.

In his book, which is the seventh installment in the American
Presidency Series by The Regents Press, Elmo Richardson presents
a revisionist view of the Eisenhower presidency. He challenges the
widely held opinion that Eisenhower was an "average" and perhaps
inadequate chief executive led through the great presidential maze by
his advisors. Richardson's purpose is to stir the reader to take a new
measurement of the Eisenhower presidency.
Based on research in newly opened portions of the Eisenhower
papers, The Presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower takes a detailed look
at Eisenhower's personal role in his administration's policy-making. The
first chapters examine Eisenhower's personality, his philosophy of the
uses of presidential power, and of the role of government. In later
chapters Richardson examines Eisenhower's approach to decision making in the White House and his belief that deliberation was the key to

-..
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solving any problem, big or small.
The major occurences during Eisenhower's two terms, induding

the Formosan and Suez crises, the Geneva summit, and the Cold War,
budget problems, and civil rights, are discussed. Richardson also
examines Eisenhower's dealings with Congress, and his personal relationships with such top cabinet members and advisors as special assistant

•

Sherman Adams, Secretary of State John Foster Dulles, and Ezra Taft
Benson.

This examination of Dwight Eisenhower's presidency is enlightening. By stressing Eisenhower's belief that the "government is people"

and not just one man, Richardson achieves his stated purpose by compelling his readers to re-evaluate the conventional assessment of Eisenhower's presidency and formulate their own opinions,
Clark M. Sherman
Madison, Wisconsin
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Delta: The History of an Airline. By W. David Lewis and Wesley P.
Newton. (The University of Georgia Press, Athens, Georgia
30602), 1979. Appendix, Notes, Bibliography, Index. p. 503.
$15.00.

One need not read far into DELTA before coming to the realization that Lewis and Newton are obviously "friendly to Delta Airlines.
This should come as no surprise because this work was subsidized by
Delta. But once the reader gets beyond the authors' partisan point of
view, the work is readable and interesting.
Newton and Lewis draw from five years of research into Delta
corporate records in their attempt to construct the story of how the
tiny crop-dusting firm of Huff Daland Dusters grew from its modest
surroundings in rural Mississippi into the most profitable of all American airlines. Delta now serves cities from the West coast to Europe in
half a dozen foreign nations. Emphasis is placed on the ever changing
Delta fleet and the many hard-fought battles with competitors for Civil
Aeronautics Board approval of new air routes. Only the crop-dusting
division and the advent of postal contracts sustained Delta in its early
years, but following World War II the airline really took off. Consolidations with Chicago and Southern and with Northeast Airlines, together
with hard-won new routes, propelled Delta from a small, Southern,
regional airline into a major international carrier.
Throughout the book, the authors' focused on personalities in an
attempt to portray what they call "the Delta family feeling." This personalistic approach, based on scores of interviews with past and present
Delta employees, with particular focus on C. E. Woolman, the paternalistic patriarch of the "Delta family", provides entertaining reading for
the scholar and nonscholar alike. Though the authors' try to stress the
uniqueness of the Delta story their work provides an interesting insight
into the growth of the airline industry and a significant contribution to
the relatively new field of corporate history.
John Godwin
Marshall, Texas
America's Energy Famine: Its Cau"e and Cure. By Ruth Sheldon
Knowles. (University of Oklahoma Press, 1005 Asp Avenue,
Norman, Oklahoma 73019), 1980. Index. p. 337. $14.95.

When confronted by the mystery of the unknown, people usually
develop grand myths to explain what they do not understand. For
example, man developed numerous explanations of the origin of his
universe, and religionists have fought ever since.
Completely confused about the energy problem, Americans developed two basic beliefs to explain the- shortage. First, a kind of "devil

theory", claims shortages are contrived by greedy, money-mad oil com-
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panies. The second faith, evangelized convincingly by Ruth Sheldon
Knowles in America's Famine: Its Cause and Cure, holds .that the
energy crisis is real and is the product of Arab nationalism and United
States government mismanagement at home. Knowles claims that thirty
years of short-sighted government policy over domestic oil production,
counter-productively led to our increased dependence on expensive
OPEC oil.
Knowles exonerates the oil companies of any significant misconduct, arguing forcefully the demagogic myth of "windfall" profits and
stingy reinvestments. So the cause of the oil shortage is not corporate
greed but insufficient investment capital. Knowles quotes sources to
prove that America will need to invest twice what it currently invests
on oil production to achieve nominal energy independence by 1990.
This money can only be raised through price de-regulation and less
confiscatory tax policies, resulting in higher profits for producers.
Knowles further explains that oil and gas are still, and will remain, the
most plentiful, practical and economical sources for the rest of this
century. If we conserve the energy we have and invest wisely, argues
Knowles, we can achieve energy independence and without disturbing
the environment.
This is Knowles' fourth book relating to the oil industry. She has
been energy consultant to four governments and began her career in
1941 under Harold Ickes. Though suspiciously conservative to some,
Knowles argues her points convincingly in this book. It is readable,
informative, clearly argued and offers a realistic, though perhaps
unpopular solution to our "energy famine". Is she correct? You have
got to believe.
William Metzger
Nacogdoches, Texas

•

•
•
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BOOK NOTES
Leon Hale is, and has been for a long time, my favorite observerwriter of Texas' common people. I would like to say that Charles Kuralt
is the Leon Hale of CBS-TV, and I would also like to be able to write
the way he does. What brings this to mind is the republication of his
collection of essays, Turn South at the Second Bridge (Texas A&M
University Press, Drawer C, College Station, Texas 77843, $12.95).
I read it when first published nearly a score of years ago, and I am
reading some of it again. Things like the Welcome Woods story and
the Model T make me laugh out loud, the way we used to laugh during
the comedy at the movies when we sat there in the dark, alone in the
crowd, and just laughed until our sides hurt. You can' still see those
comedies on Saturday morning TV, but they aren't funny now. Hale
isn't as funny now, either, because the down hill side of things brings
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out the pathos. His writing is, as it was, supurb, despite the selfeffacement in the introduction to the new edition. But the real difference is that his writing is a lot deeper than it used to be. This is a
reprint, not a revision, so the words are the same, but they are a lot
more meaningful now. He claims he is not as smart as he was then,
so some of the words and sentences pain him from the page. Maybe
so, but he says more now with the same words. Some things are datedland prices and current events are now both history; some things are
not dated-his people, my people, all these Texas people, are still young
in his old writing. They still do the things that he emphatically captured
them doing with his pen. He laments that they are gone, but they are
not. He has made them immortal so long as we will tum left at the
bridge to find them.
Over the past several years, James E. Corbin has dug a hole for
himself in East Texas. In fact, he has dug more than one; his six-anda-half-feet, half above the ground and half below, has become a familiar
summertime sight. Corbin heads the Archeology Summer Field School
for Stephen F. Austin State University, is an experienced archeologist,
a member of the Texas Historical Commission's National Registry Committee, and now is Director of the Stone Fort Museum. But he still
turns the earth in the summer, and we have at hand a report of some
of his past labors. Mission Delores de los Ais, published as Number 2
in the Papers in Anthropology Series at Stephen F. Austin State University and made possible in part by the Texas Antiquities Committee,
is available for $10 (Box 3047, SFASU, Nacogdoches, Texas 75962).
Several years ago Corbin took his Summer Field School to San
Augustine to help locate the site of Mission Delores. That city and
various organizations gave full cooperation to his labors, several grants
went into the stew, and the results are well worth all these corporate
and individual efforts. This 400 page report conclusively locates the
site of the mission and reports on the various artifacts located in trash
deposits and other sources. The book is well illustrated (black and
white), and contains all the graphs and charts needed to make it look
scientific. Folks interested in archeology, missions, or just in the early
Spanish presence in East Texas will find this book of considerable
interest.
Arthur Pettit's Images of the Mexican American in Fiction and

Film (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C, College Station, Texas
77843, $ I9.95, cloth; $9.95, paper) is a disturbing book. For one
thing, it is a project begun by Pettit, who researched it, wrote it against
the dwindling odds of finishing it because of a fatal illness, and then
bequeathed it to colleague Dennis E. Showalter. Showalter did an excellent job of compiling; indeed, his inobstrusive efforts doubtless punctuate the whole volume. Yet Pettit could not finish, and Showalter's
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observation of the book's incompleteness underscores the loss. But
what did merge is powerful and provocative. It is also guilt-laden for
the whole of American society.
Pettit's work really runs more to literary than to cinematic criticism, and fully two thirds of the coverage deals with prejudice. Perhaps
that is a suitable balance for readers, but most Americans shifted to
the visual arts during this century, and film and especially television
need more attention. Showalter indicated that even popular (C & W
really) music would produce a fuller picture. I do like the Pettit/
Showalter directness. They do not avoid the word "greaser" if that is
the image they seek to convey. He/they present a clear outline, lets
the reader see his conclusion vividly, then fills in the evidence. The
survey finds that all American fictional treatment-print or film----Qf
the Mexican, is derogatory. From what he calls the Gringo v. Greaser
Conquest novel, to the Women of the Conquest, Mexican men are
beneath their white protagonists. They are cowardly, inept, comedic,
or dirty, they are lesser men because of their "brownness," their "yaIlerbellyness," or their domination by bad clergy, among other things. Even
in what he caUs "Great House" works, former greatness has already
declined and is no match for the arriving Anglo. And the women are
as bad. "Dark ladies" offer sensuous relief which is rejected by pure
Anglos early on, then later exploited by impure Anglos, but it is never
permanent. Or they are represented by the "near white" Castilians,
who are still not good enough for the Anglos, at least for marriage.
This summary is incomplete, but that is also a fault with the book.
The author states that the Mexican, like the Jew and the Black, is a
constant ethnic representative in American fiction and film, but unlike
the others, does not yet benefit from what we might call "liberalization,"
that is, the recognition of universal brotherhood. Maybe so. What may
be left out is the realization that Anglo fiction and film also finds a few
Anglos who are dirty, mean, dark, comedic, or inept. Any prejudice is
not to be applauded.
John Lenihan's book on western movies, entitled Showdvwn (University of Illinois Press, Box 5081, Station A, Champaign, Illinois
61820, p. 214, $12.95), makes the reader do what he may not want
to do: think. Most of us see movies (on TV or in the theatre when we
can afford it), and use them as avenues to escape from the pressures
and problems of our lives. We trade the real world for the world of
the reel, coke and popcorn ourselves, and settle in air conditioning and
cushy chairs to be entertained. But, says Lenihan, we are really being
reminded of OUf civilization's cares, our individual frustrations, and
our societal problems as seen by contemporary movie makers, especially
the directors, who mask their criticism in the guise of a western story
that might seem to be about almost anything else.
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This is an over-simplification of Lenihan's thesis, of conrse, but
we have to start somewhere. The best way to understand what he
means is to consider the several versions of the Jesse James gang, or
Billy the Kid, both of which is remade nearly ever decade. In the
'thirties, for example, the Jameses fight because of corporate oppression;
in the 'forties or 'fifties it is because they are rebellious youths, and in
the modem time because they enjoy crime. Billy varies from pathological pervert to misunderstood youth to regenerate defender of minorities
and back to pathological pervert over the several decades. Or more to
the point: if Carl Foreman, later blacklisted for suspected or real subversive activities, could not openly denounce Senator Joseph McCarthy,
he could (and did) write High Noon and let Marshall Kane (Gary
Cooper) do it for him over the failure of a society to defend individuals
against power forces. This only begins to suggest the kind of contemporary interpretation in western movies which Lenihan discusses, but
if you are interested in a provocative way to look at westerns, and aren't
afraid they will drive you to think, this is a good book. One criticism:
it ends too abruptly. And he has the date of the Duke's last movie
wrong.
The development of motion pictures is surveyed in a revised edition
released by the University of Oklahoma Press. Motion Pictures: The
Development of an Art by A. R. Fulton, (The University of Oklahoma
Press, 1005 Asp Avenue, Norman, Oklahoma 73019, p. 288, $14.95
hardbound) reveals how early filmmakers learned and interpreted the
special nature of cinematic art.
Fulton explains motion picture development by examInIng the
effectiveness or ineffectiveness of certain landmark motion pictures.
This complete revision of his 1960 book enlarged his discussion
of D. W. Griffith, included a chapter on Citizen Kane, and, in a chapter
on point of view, discusses three other and very different films.
The author, a professor emeritus of English at Purdue University,
received his M.A. from Harvard University and his Ph.D. from Cornell
University.

1001 Texas Place Names (University of Texas Press, Box 7819,
Austin, Texas 78712), by Fred Tarpley answers questions. Nearly
everyone has driven along Texas' highways and come to a community
with an interesting name, say Cut And Shoot in Montgomery County,

for example. Drives there a man with curiosity so dead that he never to
himself has said, "Now why in the heck did they name it that?" Fred
knows "why" and "how" and more to the point, he wrote "why" in
this handy book that will fit in your glove compartment so you can
whip it out when you ask yourself a question like that. It will be even
handier as a desk~reference. it can even be fun reading when you are
just killing time. Each of the state's counties is represented by at least
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two places, and the rest are included simply on the basis of uniqueness,
significance, or because there is a good story connected with the name.
Each entry gives the place name, county location, pronunciation guide,
a short narrative on the origin of the name, and its postal history,
population, elevation, and date of incorporation. This book could even
serve as a kind of spelling resource, in case you want to mail a letter
to Nacogdoches or Relampago.
Pine Bark and Spring Water, A History of the Pine Springs Community, Smith County, Texas (Stewart Press, Box 1134, Big Sand, Texas
75755, $15.00), was compiled by the history committee of the Pine
Spring Community Center Organization. It is of concern to all who
call its subject home, and perhaps to others who are interested in the
general subject of community history. Its best feature is the prolific
use of various illustrations, especially photographs. The history of any
community is of course the activities of its people, and at least in this
book they are shown. Chapters deal with the community's veterans,
churches, cemeteries, schools, and families.

Just when you think the picture books on Texas are at an end,
another comes along prettier than the last one. This time it is Landscapes of Texas, Photographs from Texas Highways Magazine (Introduction by John Graves, Foreword by Franklin T. Lively, Bob Parvin,
and Tommie Pinkard. Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C, College
Station, Texas 77843, $24.95). Many think of Texas as a land of cactus
flats or oil derricks. The book presents 202 full color photographs of
"another Texas," a diversified geography of magnificant proportions.
East Texans will find plenty of their country here. This is one of my
peeves about other Texas photography books; they show plenty of Hill
Country (because so many of them are published there or are compiled
and photographed by artists headquartered there), but they leave the
pineys out altogether or patronize them with a few pictures. In this
book we get our share, and they are right up front. The first picture
is of a magnificant dogwood in full bloom, even if it is labeled as being
in the Big Thicket "near Palestine." Oh well, it isn't their fault they
did not know where the Big Thicket was-at least they found the dogwood trees. And this one is followed by photos of the Angelina and
David Crockett National Forests, a hardwood stand on Caddo Lake,
and even Tyler State Park. Of course all the rest of the Texas landscape
gets in before the 202 runs out, and we enjoy looking at the other folk's
country anyway. My favorite picture is on pages 112-113: the magnificent Palo Duro Canyon. There are trees, flowers, rocks, livestock,
and every now and then a few people pictured here. They had to include
the people to give it scale, but in these pictures Texas looks good all
by itself.

.
•
•

•

•

•
•

•

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS

•

,
•

•

•

University of Texas at Tyler, Tyler
Huntington State Bank, Huntington
St. Regis Paper Company, Lufkin
Temple-Eastex, Inc., Diboll
Lufkin National Bank, Lufkin
Texas Foundaries, Inc., Lufkin
The Lufkin News, Lufkin
Lufkin Industries, Inc., Lufkin
First Bank & Trust, Lufkin
Lufkin Federal Savings and Loan Association
Sam Houston State University, Huntsville
Lamar State University
The Texas Forestry Museum, Lufkin, Texas

,

